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Indifference 


When Jesus came to Golgotha, they hanged Him on a tree; 
They drove great nails through hands and feet, and made a Calvary; re) 
They crowned Him with a crown of thorns, red were His wounds and deep; (2 
For crass and cruel were those days, and human fiesh was cheap. 


When Jesus comes to your home town, they simply pass Him by; 
They do not harm a hair of Him, they only let Him die; 

For men have grown more tender, and they would not give Him pain; 
They only just pass down the street, and leave Him in the rain. 


And Jesus prays, “Forgive them, for they know not what they do”; 

And still beats down the winter rain, and drenches through and through; 

And men go home and leave the streets, without a soul to see; G 

But Jesus, crouched against a wall, cries out for Calvary! = 
—Studdert-Kennedy. 
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STILL ANOTHER BOOK ON 


BUCHMANISM 
If one needed any evidence of the hold 
that Buchmanism—now generally known 
as the Oxford Group Movement—had got- 


ten upon the youth of both Great Britain 
and America, the fact that one book after 
another upon it was appearing would be 
sufficient. I have already called attention 
on this page to several of these books. 
Perhaps I ought not to use this valuable 
space to write about another, but the 
Macmillan Company has just published 
one so unique and interesting, so convine- 
ing, that I cannot pass it by. It bears 
the title: “He That Cometh,” and is from 
the pen of Gofferey Allen, Fellow and 
Chaplain of Lincoln College, Oxford. Mr. 
Allen had been in orders and had been 
teaching religion and preaching the Gospel 
for some time, but he suddenly discovered 
that he was not really living the Chris- 
tian life at all, or preaching the Chris- 
tian Gospel. The result of this discovery 
was the writing of: “Tell John,” an at- 
tempt to put the message of Karl Barth 
into intelligible English and popular form. 
The book was a great success and has 
had a wide reading both in England and 
America. It is really a contrasting of 
the message of Jesus and present-day re- 
ligion. It so impressed Dr. J. E. Ratten- 
bury, of London, that he called upon every 
Christian in England to read it. It is be- 
ing widely read in America. One result 
of the writing was to bring the author into 
intimate relations with the Oxford Group 
Movement, and the chief result was the 
transformation of his own life and 
thought. The story of this transformation 
he gives us in “He That Cometh,” and I 
predict for it an even wider reading than 
“Tell John” enjoyed. 

The first chapter is in the form of an 
allegory. The author tells how he was 
living in a big house of many rooms. He 
confined himself to three or four rooms in 
the front and left the others neglected. 
They were soon full of dust and became 


SOCIALISM AND THE TEACHINGS 
OF JESUS 


Jesus is the greatest revolutionary of his- 
tory. He rejected the order of His day 
completely. He was a radical of the first 
rank. But the revolution to which He 
called men was purely ethical and spir- 
itual. And that revolution would bring 
the most complete transformation of hu- 
man life and institutions that the mind 
can conceive. What would be most mag- 
nificent and astounding about it, is that it 
would not result in the shedding of a 
single drop of blood or the striking of one 
blow on the part of those who would 
achieve it. 

The Kingdom of God is a new society 
on earth—something quite different from 
anything which we now know. The Father- 
hood of God, the brotherhood of men, the 
spiritualization of wealth, the inviolability 
of personality and personal values, the su- 
premacy of the spiritual quest—are all 
revolutionary conceptions, each one com- 
plete in itself, universal in application and 
sovereignty. These conceptions Jesus 
dealt with passionately. He gave Himself 
to them utterly. His life was the perfect 
expression of their meaning for the indi- 
vidual. They imply a personal religious 
life which is, at once, both individual and 
social. In that personal religious life there 
is nothing like “individual” or “social.” 
That life is woven of one piece. To divorce 


damp and mouldy. He met a man—a man 
of purest heart and noble character. The 
new friend began calling every day. He 
welcomed him, but soon began to be 
afraid he might discover these neglected 
rooms. His friend, however, suspected 
these locked rooms and finally suggested 
that he be allowed to come and live with 
him, occupying these empty rooms. He 
was ashamed to accede, but had to do so. 
His guest, instead of seeming surprised, 
let in the sun and suggested that they 
clean them up together. He was a won- 
derful worker, and between the two of 
them they soon had the rooms not only 
clean and full of sunlight, but handsomer 
than before. They even transformed the 
rooms he had himself been living in. Of 
course the home was his heart and the 
guest who cleaned the house and came to 
dwell with him was Christ. It is a very 
striking piece of writing. 


The new Movement, as expounded by 
Mr. Allen, follows the line of this alle- 
gory. Christianity, instead of being the 
formal religion of the Churches, which 
consists of certain doctrines somewhat 
carelessly held, a respectable life, a cer- 
tain benevolence, and the reciting care- 
lessly of certain prayers on Sunday, is 
first of all an absolute cleansing of the 
heart of all sin by the inviting of Christ 
to come in and make it His home. Every 
chamber must be swept clean and they 
will be kept clean by His indwelling. Then 
there will come the consciousness of all 
past sin completely forgiven by Him who 
helped clean the heart of sin. Then, he 
who has been forgiven, must be ready to 
forgive as he has been forgiven. And he 
must tell others how Christ has forgiven 
him, telling them even of the foulness of 
his secret chambers. This is what the 
“Oxford Group” calls “sharing.” Individ- 
ualism is a curse. There must be a cor- 
porate endeavor after the holy life. Con- 
fession to one’s fellow sinners instead of 
to the priest. Then the next step is com- 
plete dedication of the life to Christ. 


the individual and the social is to destroy 
the life. 

How do these revolutionary and creative 
conceptions take hold of life? How does 
the new society come about? Through per- 
sonalities born from above, of course, and 
through vital Christian nurture, through 
Christlike services of the Church, and 
through the lives of Christlike men and 
women. Through Christlike individuals all 
human relationships and institutions, and 
all of human society would be transformed. 
Such is the ideology and the dynamic of 
the new society and the new life as en- 
visaged by Jesus. 

But here we are, in 1933, overwhelmed 
with the realization that this ideology and 
dynamic have not carried over into the 
world of social living, into polities, finance, 
race relationships, international statesman- 
ship—not even into the world of inter- 
denominational and inter-religious relation- 
ships. We are still living in the old 
world against which Jesus revolted. which 
crucified Him—and this world is still eru- 
cifying Him. And we, His disciples of the 
20th century, have neither the courage to 
tell this society to call a halt nor the 
strength to overthrow it in His name. 
Even the Christlike individuals, the sons 
of God, have not appeared—not with sur- 
passing greatness or irresistible spirit. 
Prophets indeed have come. They fill many 
pupits today and ery courageously against 
Mars and Mammon—and complaisance and 


Everything must be done as in His pres- 
ence. He is an abiding guest in the home 
—in one’s heart. There must be absolute 
obedience, The Holy Spirit will speak to 
him in whom Christ dwells—will speak 
distinetly, even guiding him in the most 
common affairs of daily life. 

Mr. Allen devotes one chapter to the 
Church. Here he pictures the new Church 
in somewhat the same terms that Mr. 
Shoemaker, one of the leaders of the 
Movement in America, uses in his books. 
The Church has grown stale. We have the 
externals of religion—buildings, theolog- 
ical discussion, rituals, ete. We have the 
form of Godliness but not the power there- 
of. The Church labors on but the world 
has lost faith, is disillusioned, tired. The 
disordered world everywhere “betrays the 
lack of radiant and loving faith in the 
hearts of men.” The Churches are not 
bringing men to Christ, not fostering a 
radiant religious life in their members. 
They have not that faith which transforms 
men, makes them passionate followers and 
servants of the Lord. 


“Tt is also evident that the very distress 
of the world is leading to a new season- 
ing of awakening. Men in various coun- 
tries are being forced to face real is- 
sues and real needs. No solution but 
the best will save them from their pres- 
ent discontents. The desolation of the 
far country, estranged from God, is 
leading them to turn back once more 
to their home in His presence. They 
are being led to find the real solution, 
not in theoretic cosmologies or religious 
ritual, but in penitence, the merey of 
Christ, the obedience of faith. The new 
outpouring of the Spirit of life-chang- 
ing love in the Oxford Group Movement 
is a very evident sign, that we are in 
the early years of one of the big periods 
of reawakening, where the Gospel of 
forgiveness is proclaimed and believed, 
and men are liberated into a new Spirit 
of love and joy and effective calm of 
soul.” Frederick Lynch 


mediocrity. They sigh for the new society. 
They pray for the “Beloved Community,” 
governed by love and ethics and democe- 
racy. But the “new earth” and the “new 
heaven” do not come through courageous 
preaching. Liberalism has proved itself 
largely innocuous—if not sterile. More 
than these is needed. Revolutionary preach- 
ing and thinking must issue in revolution- 


ary living and revolutionized and revolu-- 


tionizing Churches, institutions, political 
parties and governments. Ethical social 
religion must be implemented for the reali- 
zation of a new order among men. Our 
times call for a gospel that is implemented 
socially, economically and politically for 
the building of a spiritual kingdom. Mod- 
ern Christians must learn that it is not 
enough to believe and pray and preach, 
that they must also vote and work, buy 
and sell, bank and legislate in the spirit if 
the idealism of Jesus is to transform hu- 
man society. 

Where can the followers of Jesus find 
the implementation needed for the attain- 
ment of its own social ideals? 

Socialism lays claim to the possession of 
this implementation. Many Socialists claim 
that Jesus was the first Socialist—this is, 
of course, childish prattle. They do claim 
to have the same social objectives. They 


do start out with the same radical revolt 
against the status quo. They are firmly of | 
the conviction that they have the ideology 
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AT THE CROSS 


Whatever else you remember or forget when you think 
of the Cross of Christ, the one thing you dare never lose 
sight of is this: the motive power of our religion is the 
Divine compassion; the central symbol of our religion is a 
Cross on which hangs the compassionate, the forgiving 
Christ. Considering the circumstances, the greatest prayer 
that was ever uttered in the history of this universe was 
this: “Father, forge them; for they know not what they 
do.’ When we think of the grim and ghastly things which 
are happening across the world in this year of our Lord 
1933, when we see men by the millions trampling God’s 
laws under foot and turning their backs upon His grace and 
His mercy, we are amazed that the flaming wrath of God 
does not blot out of existence such vileness and ingratitude. 
We recall how Henry Drummond stood on a Glasgow 
street beholding the cruelty, the drunkenness, the impurity, 
and the squalor around him, and how he cried, as his body 
was shaken with sobs, “O the sins of these men! How can 
God bear it?” Perhaps more of us are like the “sons of 
thunder” who would call down the forked lightning of 
Divine retribution upon those who have so forgotten and 
despised the love of God. 

It is a good time indeed to turn to the Cross and see 
how the Son of God was left alone in a dreadful spiritual 
solitude, when those who had been His closest followers 
had deserted Him and the soldiers were gambling for His 
few poor garments, and all around the Cross there was not 
a friendly face to be seen. Surely He had done nothing 
to merit such treatment. Those hands which were now 
nailed in such shameful impotence to the accursed tree had, 
in the busy years of His ministry, been outstretched in 
blessing and in gracious deeds; they had opened blind eyes 
and caused the lame to walk, the deaf to hear, and the dumb 
to speak; they had even touched with brotherly love the 
unclean lepers who had not felt the touch of a human hand 
for years. Those feet now nailed to the Cross had not only 
toiled along life’s common path, but had sped on countless 
errands of mercy. It has been well said that if Jesus had 
been only human He might well have denounced His cal- 
lous persecutors for their fiendish cruelty and called down 
upon them the righteous anger of Heaven; and if He were 


Divine, one might almost expect Him to have summoned 
the Powers from above to hurl their bolts of destruction 
against such baseness. But what do we find? What feel- 
ings fill that great heart? Only inexpressible pity, un- 
fathomable forbearance, unfailing love. And surely there 
is nothing else so well calculated to break down the pride 
of the sinner. 

Dr. Bernard Bell says: “If only this God on Calvary 
would scold us, we could bear that. ‘Thunder at us, Christ! 
We have been cowards, cheats, bullies, beasts. Condemn 
us, Lord, that we may defy Thee!’ No, He will not. The 
most terrible thing in life, and the loveliest, is the love of 
God as it is in Jesus. We have betrayed Him. We have 
denied Him. Peter did that. ‘And the Lord turned and 
looked on Peter.’ The Lord understood. ‘And Peter went 
out and wept bitterly.’ With every prayer, at every offer- 
ing of sacrifice in the Holy Sacrament, we face that love 
of His, searing and cleansing us. He whom God has under- 
stood, shall he not understand? He whom God has pitied, 
how can he do less than pity? He whom God forgives, 
can he avoid forgiving?” 

Here we have the basic truth of the Christian faith, and 
no other is so full of practical significance for the modern 
world. It means that God must not be thought of as the 
angry Avenger, but as the Holy Father; it means that love 
and limitless compassion, not hate and vindictiveness, pas- 
sionate longing for the estranged and the sinful, not an 
implacable demand for retribution, are inherent in the char- 
acter of God. 

Dr. Ward reminds us how that literary genius of the 
Soviets, Maxim Gorky, under the unremitting surveillance 
of his stern grandfather, was led to think of God as relent- 
less, persecuting, swift to mark the frailties and sins of 
mankind,—and then how Gorky rose up in anger to cast 
such a God out of his thoughts! It is only when we come 
to see that there is a love in this universe that can forgive 
even the vilest of sinners—it is only then that we come into 
the heart of the passion of Christ and learn the truth that 
is of most value to us poor sinful men. If the observance 
of Holy Week does not make us all kinder, more merciful, 
more forgiving, it proves that we have not learned the deep- 
est lesson which this sacred season is intended to teach. 
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As Shakespeare puts it: “In the course of justice, none of 

us should see salvation; we do pray for mercy, and that 

same prayer doth teach us all to render the deeds of mercy.” 
Sa ik. 


EXPERT TESTIMONY ON CHRISTIAN UNITY 


No matter how much we may differ in our conception of 
the value and urgency of Church union, all followers of 
Christ must be sincerely interested in Christian unity, which 
is so dear to the Master’s heart. In the consideration of 
this great theme it is certainly wise to have the testimony of 
an expert, and we do not believe that anyone in the Pro- 
testant Church today can qualify more successfully along 
this line than the Rev. Dr. Charles S. Macfarland, the 
General Secretary Emeritus of the Federal Council of the 
Churches. For a quarter of a century and more he has 
been so constructively associated with this movement that 
he can speak with an authority which few, if any, in our 
Protestant Churches possess. We should, therefore, be par- 
ticularly grateful for the source-book from his pen which 
has just been published, entitled, Christian Unity in Practice 
and Prophecy (396 pages, $2.75, Macmillans). 


This book will be found indispensable for the library of 
anyone who wants to keep informed, both in regard to the 
history and the present policies and the progress of Chris- 
tian unity, especially as it is related to the Churches in the 
United States. Both in its analysis of the proposals for 
federal and organic unity, and in its new and striking pro- 
posals as to future policies and progress, Dr. Macfarland’s 
insight, irenic spirit and undaunted faith enable him to 
picture most convincingly the power of a United Christian 
Church proclaiming its universal message to mankind. He 
believes that the unity of the Church of Christ is to be 
found in Christian experience, worship and service, and 
some day the constitution of a United Church of Christ 
will write itself. ‘The search for reunion must go further 
back than the ancient councils,” he says, ‘and these essen- 
tials of unity must exist in liberty of form and expression, 
whether intellectually in creed, whether in ceremonies to 


express worship or in theories as to how the divine grace 


has been transmitted in ministry and sacrament.” The 
appendices, bibliography and index add much to the value 
of a book of which Dr. S. M. Cavert truly says, “It will be 
the one most important treatise on the subject for many 
years to come.” 
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“HUXTRY! HUXTRY?’ 


By request, two of the four pens used by the President 
of the United States in signing the “Beer Bill” were given 
to the American Legion and the American Federation of 
Labor! Surely these two organizations deserved to be thus 
rewarded, for they have rendered the best service of which 
they are capable to “save” the country by legalizing the 
“suds” of which a great American once wrote: “J’d rather 
sweep the streets of a city than brew that which brews 
sorrow and shame.” We record this incident for the benefit 
of the historians of tomorrow. 

In exulting over the signing of this bill, the Philadelphia 
Record publishes a portrait of the President under the cap- 
tion in large letters: “He Starts the Bung!” Is this title of 
“Bung-starter for the Beer-guzzlers” to be regarded as a 
compliment? The historians of 2,000 A. D., when the 
world, as we hope, will be fairly civilized, may consider 
the title a stigma. 


* * X* 


A QUESTION OF LAW 


Wanted: the address of the brightest lawyer on the sub- 
scription list of the REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER. Here 
is a poser for him: Jf a man gets intoxicated on non-intox- 
icating beer, can he be convicted for drunken driving? 
That question is likely to come up in thousands of courts 
and to cause a good many extra furroughs on the brows of 
the legally wise. 


_ Beer of 3.2 alcoholic content is not intoxicating. That 
is settled. The House of Representatives has said so. The 
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Senate has said so. The President has said so. Mrs. Sabin 
has said so. It must be so. (?) 

This strictly non-intoxicating beverage, however, does 
intoxicate, as every sensible person knows, perfectly well. 
It befuddles the brain; it gives the drinker an exaggerated 
conviction of his own cleverness; it makes him a menace 
at the wheel of any automobile. 


Let no one doubt that we are going to have a tremendous 
increase in the number of road accidents. What can a 
judge do when a man, drunk from the use of liquor that 
the law declares to be innocuous, kills a few pedestrians or 
passengers? Surely we will need in every court “a second 
Daniel come to judgment.” —G. E. H. 

se, 


CLASS WAR AND RELIGION 


When one thinks of the present state of the world, it 
does not require much persuasion to be convinced that we 
are in imminent peril of a violence that, if not restrained 
would engulf us all in profound loss and possible disaster. 
One of the most important services we can now render as 
soldiers of the common good is to set an example both in 
word and action of patience, forbearance and good will. 


One of the special dangers confronting us is undoubtedly 
that of class war. In The World Tomorrow, Mr. Kirby 
Page contributes a strikingly suggestive article on “Class 
War and Religion,’ in which he makes a fervent plea 
against violent revolution which would engulf both parties 
to the controversy in measureless catastrophe. And yet we 
wonder whether much of the force of that appeal is not 
nullified by an apparent commitment made by Mr. Page 
toward the end of his article when he plainly states the fol- 
lowing conviction of his own conscience: “Now a conclud- 
ing question must be faced: What should be the attitude 
of truly religious persons toward the workers, if in desper- 
ation they resort to armed action in an endeavor to secure 
justice? My own answer is clear and unequivocal. I am 


on the side of the victims of exploitation and injustice, and 


make no pretence of being neutral in the class conflict. I 
have been endeavoring to make my position clear, that 
under no circumstances will I participate in armed warfare, 
whether it be international or class warfare. Moreover, I 
will never sanction or approve any kind of armed hostili- 
ties. But this must not be interpreted as meaning that I 
will forsake the exploited masses. I am on their side, even 
if they follow the fatal example of their oppressors and 
resort to retaliatory violence.” 


It seems to us that the most constructive service that can 
be rendered at this time is to reveal such faith in our fel- 
lows as to believe, and to spread abroad the belief, that 
they will find a way to settle the difficult problems now 
confronting all classes of men without using the force of 
fist and claw, of cannon and poison gas, to secure the ends 
of righteousness and justice which are in harmony with the 
will of God and the basic rights of mankind. 

* ok 
A PLEA FOR A SQUARE DEAL 


That fine type of Southern gentleman, Dr. W. W. Alex- 
ander, of Atlanta, in his address at the semicentennial of 
Paine College, made a plea for a square deal for the Negro, 
which should be heartening to all real Christians. Believ- 
ing that Jesus Christ is the supreme way of life, he says 
that his attitude toward Negroes must not be simply that of 
“a kindly Southerner,” but that of “a Christian who believes 
that the spirit of Jesus Christ should and can dominate the 
relations of all men.’ He means to be interested in his 
Negro neighbors, not because they are the descendants of 
his grandfather’s slaves, but because they are human beings 
and the sons and daughters of God. 


He points out that the greatest temptation which faces 
Negroes today is that of pessimism and despair. 
have been a people of great, hope,” he says, “and this hope 
was based largely upon a‘double faith in America and 
Christianity.” The present depression, however, has shaken 
them to their foundations and they must begin anew to re- 
build their economic life. 


“They 


.On every side race prejudice : 
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turns them out of old jobs and blocks their advance to 
new opportunities. If whites have suffered in these hard 
times, the Negroes have suffered far more. The Catholic 
Church and the Communists are two new forces which are 
appealing to their loyalty. Dr. Alexander says truly that 
to follow the first of these means to break largely with 
their past religious development, and to follow the latter 
means to espouse a philosophy of despair—a method of 
violence, the denial of God, and the abandonment of 
democracy. If Negroes are to be saved from despair and 
doubt, it is the people of the Churches who have it in their 
power to do this. No mere words or condescending gestures 
of good-will are sufficient. The eight and a half millions of 
“Negro neighbors” must be treated like neighbors. ‘“Noth- 
ing we can do in China, Japan or Africa,” says Dr. Alex- 
ander, “will so challenge a cynical world as for us to 
demonstrate the spirit of Christ in relation to our Negro 
neighbors. Such a demonstration would strengthen the 
hands of every missionary across the world.” 

Alas, there is a vast population of neglected colored 
people. It is illuminating to study, for example, what is 
done for colored children in comparison with white chil- 
dren. Should the neediest receive the least aid? In South 
Carolina, in 1928, the per capita school expenditure for 
white children in the three counties of Aiken, Barnwell 
and Edgefield was respectively, $38, $85 and $41; for 
Negro children, $3.50, $3.25 and $3.75. In Georgia the 
State Department of Education Report, for 1931-32, 
showed for five counties the following figures: For white 
children, Richmond, $54: Burke, $38; Columbia, $28; Mc- 
Duffie, $30; Jefferson, $28. For colored children, $10, $2, 
$1, $3, $2. The average for the State of Georgia in the 
same period for each white child, $29.67; for each colored 
child, $5.61. Is the white child worth six times as much in 
the eyes of our Heavenly Father? 

“Two false philosophies have misled usin the South,” 
says Dr. Alexander; “the first was that slavery was a 
divine institution. Time has discredited this. The other, 
that Negroes are an inferior people, is being discredited by 
the advancing achievements of American Negroes. James 
Bryce said that nowhere in history had any people made 
such rapid advancement in civilization. The progress of 
American Negroes since the Emancipation is not the 
achievement of an inferior people. The physical stamina 
which has enabled them to bear their burdens across the 
weary centuries is of itself most impressive. But that is 
not all. In gentleness, in love of beauty, in adaptability, and 
with a penetrating wisdom, they have come. No high call 
has ever come to Negroes that has not met a response. On 
the steps before every door that opens into knowledge 
today, Negro youth is standing. To every one of the great 
arts, Negroes seek entry. In every great graduate school in 
America, Negro students are seeking to master the tools 
of learning. To every European center where the border 
lines of human knowledge are being pushed back, Negro 
youths are finding their way, determined to participate in 
these higher endeavors.” Dr. Alexander concludes, there- 
fore, with the judgment that many of our people are not 
aware, but all need to realize, that these human beings 
which constitute “Brown America” are just as worth while 
as any people with whom the Church works in other lands, 
and the best men and women in our Negro colleges are 
capable of taking their place with the best types of white 
men and women in “ability and Christian integrity.” 

Such a testimony from the Southland is indeed worth 
while. It gives us new heart of hope. If we act upon it, 
we can come with clean hands into the court of justice 
where we express our utter abhorrence at the base and 
inhuman treatment of the Jews in a Germany now ruled 
relentlessly by the mysterious Hitler and his unruly Nazis. 
Race prejudice, class prejudice and religious prejudice are 
alike unworthy of the followers of Him Who died for us 


on Calvary. 
* * x 


A DISCRIMINATING APPRAISAL 


The theory that blind people have unusual insight re- 
ceives new confirmation in the remarkable judgment on the 
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character of George Bernard Shaw, recently written by 
Miss Helen Keller. Is the crotchety and impish Irishman 
a prophet or a charlatan? The fact that he is even now 
visiting the America which he has seemed to treat with such 
utter disdain, causes renewed interest here in the personality 
of a man who has made light of so many of the things 
we count most sacred, and has taken such sardonic delight 
in hacking away with his little hatchet at our most cherished 
traditions. Miss Keller says that she had long desired to 
meet Mr. Shaw, whom she had come to regard as “one of 
the greatest men in the world today.” She had been greatly 
thrilled by his electrifying challenges to society and his 
mastery of the intricacies of speech. Especially had his 
“St. Joan” moved her profoundly. 

Finally a meeting between the two was arranged by the 
winsome Lady Astor, and Miss Keller says that she does 
not remember ever being so excited over meeting anyone 
as she was that day. “I wanted intensely to get the feel- 
ing of the man,” she says, “as I am so often able to do 
from a handclasp or a few minutes of intimate conversa- 
tion.” She had met kings and queens, distinguished writers 
and poets, scientists and philosophers, statesmen and great 
religious leaders of men, but here, at last, was a man whose 
mind she thought she understood—a man whose ideas had 
made the world sit up and take notice. 

Read then the words of Miss Keller as she describes her 
terrible disappointment. “I held out my hand,” she says. 
“He took it indifferently. I could scarcely believe my 
sensations. Here was a hand bristling with egotism as a 
Scotch thistle with thorns. It was not the sort of hand one 
would associate with the compassionate interpreter of Joan 
of Arc.” When Miss Keller said, “I am happy to meet 
you. I wanted to know you for ever so long.”, Shaw re- 
plied with a taunt, “Why do all you Americans say the 
same thing.” 

“Why do you hate us Americans so?” I murmured. 

“T don’t hate you,” he answered with an inflection of his 
voice which implied that Americans could never rise to the 
level of his contempt. 

“Then why don’t you come to America?”, I asked. 

“Why should I? All America comes to see me.” 


Then Lady Astor laid her hand on his arm and shook it 
a little, as if he were behaving badly like a child before 
company. “Shaw’’, she said, “don’t you realize that this 
is Helen Keller? She is deaf and blind.” 

Then from Shaw came the shocking reply: “Why, of 
course! All Americans are deaf and blind—and dumb!” 


Although Miss Keller still regards Mr. Shaw as a great 
man, she now feels that there is a very real flaw in the 
sparkling vessel. “He may shine before our eyes with the 
brightness of an archangel,” she says, “but in things of the 
spirit he lacks that quality which goes to the making of a 
friend of man. There is nothing in him of that sympathetic 
imaginativeness which enables other great men to under- 
stand human beings. He has sacrificed emotion to intellect, 
intuition to reason. His refusal to see any good in institu- 
tions has ended with an inability to respect personality. There 
are no mellowing shadows in his mind. Every inch of it is 
relentlessly glaring—no sense of dreams or mystery abides 
there. He is the sort of person who is never happy unless 
he is making someone else thoroughly uncomfortable. That 
is not to say that Mr. Shaw is not a great humanist. He 
protests vigorously against the infliction of unnecessary 
pain on man and beast. But his humanism is collective 
without being individual. He is so magnificently self-con- 
fident and self-sufficient, he cannot conceive the possibility 
that weakness and hesitation may go hand-in-hand with 
spiritual strength and radiancy.” 


It is doubtful if anyone has ever more adequately sized 
up this unique man, in whom the bitterest satire and clown- 
ish mischief-making are so curiously blended. “Hanging a 
question-mark to everything” is his forte, but the old codger 
does it with such a glittering effrontery and consummate 
exhibitionism that it brings relish and enjoyment in spite 
of its many irritating qualities. Perhaps Shaw should be 
regarded as a necessary evil in a jazz age. 
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THE PARABLE OF THE INSTALLATION 
SERVICE 


Came a Sunday when a pastor-elect was to be installed, 
for the Classis had appointed a Committee to do that thing, 
and the organist had prepared a program which the printer 
had inked upon paper. The Chimes rang, the Church was 
bright with many lights, and beautiful was the Altar with 
baskets of flowers. From the four corners of the town 
came the members, hundreds of them, a thousand, to be 
more correct, and the ushers called in the deacons, who in 
turn sent out an S. O. S. call for the elders, to help seat 
the people. Promptly at the appointed minute the great 
organ bellowed forth a prelude, while four D.D.’s and a 
layman filed into the pulpit. The choir sang rapturously, 
the ministers pitched their voices on the lowest possible 
register, and messages were spoken to the pastor and to the 
people. Things moved on apace, but there was so much to 
do and apparently, to say, that the service which began at 
7.30, did not end until 9.45, when the new pastor was 
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called to the pulpit and permitted to pronounce the benedic- 
tion. Then, again, the organ thundered a postlude, in presto 
tempo! 

And the Penman has often thought over that installation 
service and moralized about the faith that a congregation 
has in its good judgment and common sense, since it selects 
its pastors from a number of candidates, and bases its 
judgment on two sermons heard, and the general appear- 
ance of the successful candidate; and, usually—their judg- 
ment has been sound. Or, what amounts to the same thing, 
all preachers are more or less good in these days when 
seminaries are ably manned with competent teachers. Con- 
gregations sometimes err in their choice of preachers; but 
with our rather haphazard method, the wonder is that they 
do not blunder more frequently. 

And, so, too, he thought of the period while the preacher 
awaits the outcome of his candidating trip. Those be 
anxious days and weeks, and the arrival of the postman is 
a daily event. What joy when the call comes and one is 
able to summon the moving van to pile in the books and 
the furniture and take the family into another field of 
activity. And—there are usually some heartaches when 
the time comes to say farewell to the old Church and the 
faithful members who stood by and helped and loved the 
pastor and his wife, and even his children! But the moral 
readeth thus: Judge not a congregation by the number of 
persons present at the installation service. 


PASSION WEEK MESSAGES 


LOVE A BASIC LAW OF THE 
UNIVERSE 


By J. L. Barnhart, D.D. 


The supreme manifestation of love on 
the Cross of Calvary should be appreciated 
more than ever in these disordered times. 
It should be heartening to know that we 
are living in a universe that has been 
capable of producing Christ Jesus, the 
personification of love. “The suffering, 
self-giving love which we see in Jesus we 
may also discern at the heart of the uni- 
verse.” So declares, and rightly too, Dr. 
E. W. Lyman in his new book, “The Mean- 
ing and Truth of Religion.” God. whose 
inherént nature is Truth, Beauty and Good- 
ness or Love, is the ultimate creative 
ground of the universe. 

Men have been slow to realize this 
truth, and have not taken seriously the 
greatest of all commands, “Thou shalt 
love.’ They have been sluggish in seeing 
that this is not an arbitrary command- 
ment, but a basic law of the universe and 
the most inexorable of all laws, that can- 
not be broken with impunity. God is 
striving, and in this He is seeking the co- 
operation of His people, to achieve a ra- 
tional and spiritual order on earth in 
which love will be the supreme principle. 

Some persons, skeptically or cynically, 
are ready to exclaim: It is mockery to 
talk about a God of love, and to dis- 
course on love as a fundamental law of 
the universe, in these days of widespread 
suffering. Nay, but here is, where the 
mockery has been. Men have flouted this 
great law of God and of the cosmos, and 
most of the suffering is due to that fact. 
We are now seeing the havoc wrought by 
war, greed, economic selfishness, ruthless 
competition and national and racial anti- 
pathies. “History is the voice of God for- 
ever sounding across the centuries the 
laws of right and wrong.” In the long 
run love vindicates itself and shows its 
conquering and uplifting power. Say not 
that it is impracticable. Experience teaches 
that it is the only thing that does work in 
bringing about desirable results. It is heal- 
ing, redemptive, constructive, while its op- 
posite is disintegrating, disorganizing, de- 
structive. 


In the history 


death 


grace 


Robert Browning, in whose creed and 
life love had first place, well said: 


“Life, with all it yields of joy 
And hope and fear, 
Is just one chance 
O’ the prize of learning love.” 


JESUS’ POWER OVER. LIFE 
By E. M. Sando, D.D. 


of Christianity 
have been many who, by reason of their 
devotion, have laid down their lives for 


THE ROMAN CROSS 


Christ hung upon a Roman cross; 
Grim soldiers nailed Him there: 
From that high throne He gave in 


An answer to man’s prayer. 


He was a Jew—a Nazarene— 
Born of a peasant maid: 

But His own people hated Him, 
And Christ was soon betrayed. 


The thornbush made Him a crown; 
The cross a royal throne; 

A place of skulls a judgment seat 
Where He reigned King alone. 


Men had long sought the way to God 
With bended heart and knee; 

There on a cross, a Roman cross, 
Was solved the mystery. 


A Roman cross, a regal throne, 
A wondrous crowning day, 
When boundless love and boundless 


Began their worldwide sway. 


Thou Son of God, Thou Mighty One, 
Adoringly I give 

Myself in willing servitude: 
Thenceforth for Thee I’ll live. 


—Dwight E. Marvin, in “Knowing 
God” (Trinity Press, N. Y.). 


Christ and His cause, not only in the early 
persecutions but also in the sacrificial 
service of our modern age. But those who 
and woe 
: their full measure of devotion. They have 
given supremely. It is all they could do. 
But in Jesus Christ we have the example 
of Him who not only gave His life in 
fullest measure of devotion to the Father, 
but who also had power to take it again. 
He said, “I lay down my life, that I might 
take it agaim. . . . I have power to lay it 
down, and I hhave power to take it again.” 
Jesus said, “All power is given unto Me.” 
This included the power to lay down His 
own life. If His death was, therefore, not 
the taking of His life by His enemies, but 
the giving of His life by Himself. His 
death was a voluntary act, the manifesta- 
tion of His power over His own life. 

But if Jesus thus had power over His 
own life, that He could “lay it down,” and 
what is more, “take it again,” surely He 
has power over our lives. If only the 
world, humanity in general, each one of us, 
would realize how eager and axious He is 
to lead and help us by His power; if only 
men and women everywhere would be will- 
ing to yield their hearts and lives to His 
power, the difficulties and problems that 
loom so large in the world today would 
be quickly and easily solved. As we cele- 
brate His sacrificial death this year, His 
“laying down” of His life for us, and for 
all of His children in the earth, may we 
be willing and eager to open our hearts 
and lives to His power that He may truly 
lead us in the path of righteousness to life 
eternal. May we realize more truly than 
ever before Jesus’ power over life, over His 
own and over ours! 

Hanover, Pa. 


there 


TOUCHED BY THE HAND OF GOD 
By Samuel J. Kirk 


In one of his passionate appeals to his 
friends for sympathy, Job pleads with them 


hand of God hath touched me.” But it 
was on the very ground that the hand of 
God had touched him that Job’s friends 


reason that they dared not respond to his 


have thus given their lives have yielded 


to have pity on him, “for,” says he, “the 


withheld their pity. It was for this very 
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appeal. To have pitied Job would have 
been an acknowledgment on their part of 
his innocence, and this, in turn, would 
have involved the abandonment of their 
creed, the admission into their minds of 
a new thought of God. In their minds, 
Job’s suffering was an evidence of God’s 
disfavor due to sin. 

During this Passion season we think of 
Another who was touched by the hand of 
God. But, happily, we no longer consider 
it as did the friends of Job. We think 
of the sufferings of Christ, rather, as a 
mark of the Father’s favor and confidence 
in deeming His Beloved Son worthy to be 
touched by His hand and, as a consequence, 
equipped and girded to become His instru- 
ment of salvation in a sinful and needy 
world. By suffering Jesus became our 
Savior as well as our Example. On the 
Cross He was touched by the hand of God. 

Not infrequently in our earthly experi- 
ence we, too, are touched by our Father’s 
hand. In such hours, let us not misunder- 
stand its purpose. Let us consider it as 
what, in truth, it is: an evidence of the 
Father’s confidence in that He considers us 
worthy to be disciplined and trained to be 
bearers of the message of salvation. It 
is an evidence that the Father hath set 
His love on us. It is a recognition that 
the Father honors us and gives us a real 
share in His own sorrow and the saving of 
a sinful world. 

Riegelsville, Pa. 


I THIRST 
By J. P. Alden 


“T thirst!” It was the groan of a body 
racked with pain. The sun had been long 
hidden in thick darkness and the air was 
chill, but fever raged in His aching flesh. 
The hours of spiritual struggle were over, 
the mental agony was past and physical 
distress expresses itself in this cry. 

No doubt Jesus had long suffered thirst, 
but it was in the background of His con- 
sciousness because of the greater anguish 
of soul. No drink had He for nearly 
twenty-four hours except the cup of 
Gethsemane in which was the bitterness of 
sin for which He must make atonement. 

There is a spiritual side to the thirst of 
Jesus. It is the thirst for souls, the de- 
sire to save. Remember His asking the 
Samaritan woman for a drink. When He 
made her understand the meaning of the 
living water, His thirsty soul was satisfied 
—and so was hers. On the cross this soul- 
thirst was partly satisfied in the faith of 
the repentant thief. 

“T was thirsty and ye gave Me drink,” 
said Jesus, “when ye gave to the needy.” 
So can we satisfy the thirst of the Saviour 
by doing good wherever we can. 

He had refused the narcotized wine of- 
fered Him before crucifixion to dull the 
first shock of pain. Now He cries, “I 
thirst!”, and one holds to His mouth a 
sponge soaked in vinegar. Others said, 
“Let Him alone; let us see if Elijah will 
come to Him.” “I thirst!” cries Jesus. 
Let us run to give Him drink in the offer- 
ing of our believing hearts and loving 
service. 

At one of the feasts He had exclaimed, 
“Tf any one thirsts, let him come unto Me.” 
As He satisfied for our sins on the Cross, 
so can He satisfy our souls. 


Warren, Ohio. 


GIFTS OF GOD 
By A. H. Schmeuszer 


During the Lenten season the mind of 
the Christian naturally turns to thoughts 
of the Cross, of Gethsemane and of Cal- 
vary. The scenes presented to our minds 
by these thoughts are repulsive and sad- 
dening. The fact that Jesus was so cruelly 
treated, causing Him physical pain, was 
pathetic enough, but beyond this physical 
torment He suffered more than human 
minds can ever comprehend, namely: the 
agony of the sins of the world. We can 
never know what it meant to Jesus in suf- 
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fering and pain, to have been the “focus 
point” of the sins of mankind. We can- 
not correctly evaluate the great price that 
Jesus paid to become the refiner and puri- 
fier for the sins of the world. Then too, 
as Jesus looked about Him from His posi- 
tion on the Cross, His heart must have 
pained within Him when He discovered 
that his inner ecirele, the disciples, had 
forsaken Him. How many of us would 
not be saddened to see our closest friends 
turn and leave us, or remain away alto- 
gether, while we are passing through some 
agonizing experience. This is particular- 
ly true when our souls are weary and in 
need of sympathy. Then we turn to our 
friends and expect them to encourage us, 
and display an interest in our sorrow. 
So it must have been with Jesus. It 
must have saddened His heart to know 
that in the most trying experience of His 
life, only a few of His disciples and friends 
were there to show their loyalty to Hin. 
This inward pain caused by the indiffer- 


ALONG LIFE’S LONELY WAY 


Beneath the trees the Master went 
Along life’s lonely way. 

No one seemed aware of Him, 

No one deigned to care for Him, 
Along life’s lonely way. 

The dawn held Him in its embrace, 

The light fell on His thoughtful face 

As on He moved with kingly grace 
Along life’s lonely way. 

Homage to Him the angels paid, 

The hearts of men in love He swayed 
Along life’s lonely way. 


Three days before men scoffed at 


Him 
_Along life’s lonely way. 
Some there were who stared at Him; 
None there were who dared for Him 
Along life’s lonely way. 
Before Him mockers bowed the knee, 
While others railed at Him in glee. 
At last they nailed Him to a tree 
Along life’s lonely way. 
He bore both ignomy and scorn, 
But glory filled His Easter morn 
Along life’s lonely way. 


Oft now He walks beneath the trees 
Along life’s lonely way. 

While constantly He lives with men, 

While ceaselessly He gives to men 
Along life’s lonely way. 

He walked the path of agony 

To bless us by His ministry 

And lead us through life’s mystery 
Along life’s lonely way. 

He bids us leave broad paths of ease 

To walk with Him beneath the trees 
Along life’s lonely way. 


—Dwight E. Marvin, in “Knowing 
God” (Trinity Press, N. Y.). 


ence of His disciples can also be detected 
in His Gethsemane experience, in His pa- 
thetic, “Couldest thou not watch with Me 
one hour?” Was it that the disciples were 
growing careless, now that they were be- 
ginning to understand that Jesus was about 
to leave them? Were they becoming less 
zealous for His cause since His work was 
soon to be finished and He would no longer 
be with them to care for them, and com- 
fort them? They wondered at Him, as 
they saw Him perform miracles. They 
were amazed when He fed the hungry and 
healed the sick. Were all these gifts to 
be lost to them and to the world with the 
passing of Jesus? It is the way of the 
world to forsake those who cannot pay 
their own way. 

If any such thought was in the minds of 
the disciples they were sadly mistaken, for 
Jesus gave away the most precious gifts 
that can come to human beings, as He 
hung between heaven and earth upon the 
Cross of Calvary. What were these pre- 
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cious gifts that Jesus gave to the world? 
One of theme was Forgiveness, “Then said 
Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know 
not what they do.’ Another gift was 
Life Eternal, “Verily, verily I say unto 
thee, today thou shalt be with Me in 
paradise.” 

Another was Companionship, “Woman 
behold thy son,” and again to His beloved 
disciple He said, “Behold, thy Mother.” 
Thus pardon, grace, eternal life, hope, hap- 
piness, and everlasting joy—these bright 
and beautiful gifts Jesus granted from 
dark and ugly Calvary. What fullness of 
life would we have here in this world, 
were it not for that uplifting power, the 
hope of pardon and life eternal through 
Jesus Christ? What temporal gift will 
we choose in exchange for life eternal? 
Mary the Mother of Jesus, John the be- 
loved Disciple, were faithful unto the end, 
and they received His blessing. 


“OQ Master, let me walk with Thee, 
In lowly paths of service free; 
Tell we Thy secret; help me bear 
The strain of toil, the fret of care. 
Teach me Thy patience; still with Thee, 
In closer, dearer company; 
In work that keeps faith sweet and 
strong, 
In trust that triumphs over wrong.” 


Louisville, Ky. 


SPIRITUAL LESSONS FROM THE 
SUFFERINGS AND DEATH OF 
OUR SAVIOR 


By E. M. Dietrich 


There are at least four ways to view 
suffering and death; to read about them, 
to be told about them, to see in 
person those who suffer extreme phy- 
sical pain or mental anguish and who 
perchance die, and lastly to suffer pain 
personally that well nigh exhausts bodily 
or mental strength, or both. (We cannot 
discuss the experience of dying for obvious 
reasons. ) 

It is plain that we can only read about 
or be told about the sufferings and death 
of our Lord. For many this will be of 
little moment, while for others it will open 
up a course of thought and action that will 
be a guide to an understanding of the 
genius of the Christian religion. 

One’s emotions and sympathies certainly 
will be heightened and will bring one a 
step closer to an appreciation of Jesus’ 
experience in His last days by actually 
seeing someone here suffer in like manner. 
However, it is our sincere belief that the 
highest possible appreciation of Jesus’ 
thoughts and feelings in His last earthly 
sorrows will come to him who is com- 
pelled to undergo the rigors of suffering, 
short of death itself. There are some ex- 
periences in suffering that lead up to the 
brink of the grave, impressing one might- 
ily, like David, about the seriousness of 
taking that last “step between me and 
death.” 

But there is a deeper note of suffering 
than mere pain and death can produce. It 
is the severing of the personal contacts 
with those whom we love and serve. This 
was the acme of Jesus’ agony. He had a 
genuine love for humanity, looking to the 
spiritual enrichment and salvation of all. 
He was rejected by all except a few. His 
love was spurned. 

There is a secret unknown and unreal- 
ized by many which, if learned early in 
life, will put a new light upon Jesus’ suf- 
fering and death. It is that Jesus be- 
lieved in God. He knew Him. He loved 
Him. He did nothing apart from God. 
He believed in God’s Kingdom here, now, 
and hereafter. He sought to enlist men 
and women in a mighty host who too 
would love God. Suffering and death can- 
not have any terrors for such. Jesus’ suf- 
fering and death were consistent with His 
life and teaching, in that he demonstrated 
a perfect love and honor for His Father, 
God, and showed the true way of life for 
mankind. 

Irwin, Pa. 
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THE ROLE OF JUDAS ISCARIOT 
(An Interpretation) 


By E. A. G. Hermann 


The name of Judas is enshrined in an 
immortality of shame. The world will 
never forget the part that he played in 
shaping those events that made the last 
week of Jesus’ life so tragic. 

We cannot forget the dirty, 
ed work which will be forever associated 
with the name of Judas—his consistent 
pilfering of the money-box, his persistent 
efforts to satisfy his sordid political amhi- 
tions, his secret criticisms of Jesus and His 
methods, now smoldering in sullen hate, 
now breaking forth in shameless outbursts 
of temper — the downward trend of his 
whole life culminating, at last, in his 
greedy bargaining aud conspiracy with the 
priests, his hypocrisy at the farewell sup- 
per, his kiss of feigned friendship in the 
garden, and his remorse and self-destruc- 
tion. 

What adds poignancy to the story of 
Judas’ tragic failure is the fact that he 
began well, without any thought of ever 
committing a crime. He was like many 
men today who have the confidence of 
their friends and fellowmen and in the 
end betray their trust. 

When Jesus began His ministry He look- 
ed for men whom He .could absolutely 
trust—men on whose loyalty He could al- 
ways count. Here was a young man whose 
noble qualities shone out so clearly as to 
attract His attention. He deemed Judas 
worthy of a place in His circle of friends 


underhand- 


As we have entered the Lenten period 
when the Church 
aside the ordinary activities of the year 
and give itself to deeper spiritual life and 
to consider all things in the light of the 
Cross and His life who hung upon it, 
there are some matters which press them- 
selves with special force upon the hearts 
of those who are set to be the leaders of 
the people and who are largely responsi- 
ble for the spiritual tone of the Churches 
which they lead. It may not be out of 
place for us who have been considering 
various matters of literary and secular in- 
terests, to commune a little with one an- 
other concerning those matters which we 
all recognize as the chiefest concern of 
our ministry. 


Power Needed 


I am sure we are all yearning for greater 
power with God and man and we are all 
of us satisfied that the kind of power we 
need is not that which is represented by 
money or scholarship, but the power which 
has made many a humble man mighty for 
God in the development of the spiritual 
life. 

I think we are all agreed that the ques- 
tions that front us are not those of the- 
ology but of religion, not of theory but 
of life. The secret of the Lord is not 
with those that speculate but with those 
that fear Him. We have passed through 
an epoch of criticism and it has not been 
without its value. The great foundations 
of faith stand unmoved. The testing of 
our weapons has proven them to be of 
celestial temper. The time has now come 
to use them with a stout arm and a mighty 
faith. Sound doctrine is a good thing if 
it is a live doctrine, but if it is only the 
skin of truth stuffed, it is as powerless as 
any other mummy. 

In the old castle at Warwick, you will 
see the dented helmet of Oliver Cromwell. 
It is as useless as any relic, and a fussy 
little woman wipes off the dust and rust; 
but once the good round head of Oliver 
Cromwell was under that helmet and his 


is accustomed to lay. 


—in spite of minor defects of character 
which in time could have been corrected. 
Jesus sought men of possibility. 

Had Jesus not seen something worthy in 
Judas, He would not have chosen him. 
Judas’ response to the call of Jesus un- 
doubtedly indicated a feeling of sympathy 
with His purposes. He had spiritual ¢a- 
pacity—otherwise Jesus would not have ap- 
pealed to him. He was ambitious, ener- 
getic, and practical to a marked degree. 
He knew how to handle men—and money 

perhaps! for he was made 
treasurer of the common fund. There was 
no reason why, with the proper use of these 
splendid talents, Judas could not have be- 
come a great moral force. Spiritual ca- 
pacity, energy of will, ambition, executive 
ability, integrity—these were some of the 
good qualities which the Galilean Prophet 
discovered in this man from Kerioth. He 
needed such a man and could have used 
him for high and holy purposes. And, 
therefore, on the altar of sacred friend- 
ship these two pledged everlasting devo- 
tion. Jesus loved Judas and would gladly 
have died for him. He loved him to the 
very end. But Judas—ah! the story of the 
Passion reveals the quality of his devotion. 

It was the problem of Judas, more than 
anything else, that weighed upon the soul 
of Jesus in Gethsemane and made His 
prayer an agony. That act of treachery, 
after the prayer in the Garden, cut deeper 
into Jesus’ heart than the pointed Roman 
spears which pierced Him later on the 
Cross. 


The name of Judas is an ancient symbol 


A Lenten Meditation 
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sturdy heart beat under that breastplate. 
Then, there was life and power in them, 
and when they gleamed in the morning 
sun at Dunbar and Oliver cried: “Let God 
arise and let His enemies be scattered,” 
they were simply irresistible. 

Perhaps it is true that once the Church 
dogmatized too much. If that is true, the 
pendulum has certainly swung to the other 
extreme. And as somebody has said: “The 
vice of unlicensed affirmation has given 
place to the habit of unlimited negation 
and skepticism has become the nemesis 
of dogmatism.” 


Temptation to Preachers 


What strikes one today is not what peo- 
ple believe but what they do not believe. 
The temptation to preachers is to state a 
truth in terms of worldly wisdom. The 
personal God of the Saints becomes the 
eternal something or other. He who was 
dead but is alive for evermore is reduced 
to the “Christ idea,’ and immortality is 
saved from ineredibility by the perpetual- 
ly hopeful papers of the Psychical So- 
ciety. Where Saints once talked with God, 
man stands shivering around an altar 
whose fires have gone out. One fears that 
in some quarters, the pulpit has lost its 
nerve. There is no more a holy confidence 


which generates a holy boldness and makes. 


every soldier of the Cross hot hearted and 
confident and eager for a chance to take 
a fall out of the world, the flesh and the 
devil. 

It is truthfully said when Christianity 
has been most confident, she has been most 
victorious, but when she has been most 
apologetic, she has been most futile. Our 
fathers may have been too sure about 
everything—it would be an immense gain 
if some of their children were absolutely 
sure about anything. 

When a tyro has painted a picture over 
the work of an old master, the remedy is 
not to destroy the canvas but to get back 
to the original. It is well to be interested 
in the form of the Scripture, but it would 
be a dire disaster if our energies go so 


of moral degradation which has a vital 
meaning for the world today. Is there 
not a correspondence between the historic 
tragedy of Judas and recent events in our 
national life? Judas sold his Master for 
“thirty pieces of silver’—not quite twenty 
dollars—the price of a slave. It was such 
a trivial price! Evidently our politicians 
have bigger ideas of values. Under the 
dominating influence of leaders from whom 
we have a right to expect nobler things, 
our Congress, by voting for the return of 
the iniquitous liquor traffic, has practically 
sold the soul of America for the hope of 
getting $150,000,000 in revenue taxes. If 
that is not a modern betrayal of Christ, 
what is? What the nation will gain in its 
efforts to balance the budget, it is in dan- 
ger of losing a thousand-fold in the matter 
of moral balance, in real spiritual values. 

The spirit of Judas stands for modern 
greed, for dishonesty in business, for dis- 
loyalty to a spiritual ideal, for the com- 
promise of truth and honor, for any saeri- 
fice of love or life to gain a selfish end. 
It is selling the soul of mankind for 
wrongful ends — placing love for money 
above the claims of life. 

Judas may play his role and walk off 
the stage. The curtain may drop at the 
end of the tragedy, the lights go out, and — 
the noise of the crowds die down as they 
move away. But always there is left an 
Innocent Victim, hanging out there on the 
Cross on the Hill—hanging out there in 
the cold and the rain and darkness, suffer- 
ing untold agony! 

Frederick, Md. 


completely into that, that we have no 
strength left to declare the Gospel which 
the Scriptures contain. 

One of the most liberal Presbyterians 
has said: “We have had enough of recant- __ 
ing, we long for some confessing.” Is 
there any reason why the people who 
doubt everything which the Chureh of 
Christ has held most firmly for nineteen 4 
centuries, should give themselves airs of 
superiority and regard the folk who h 
the heart of the Christian creed 
intellectual pity, and is it realy a sig 
intellectual acumen to be willing 
lieve anything provided it is not in 
Bible? 


Price of anint 


The price of shining is burning. it 
man greatly lights the world he will eo 
sume the oil of his life. The Cross sti 
conquers men, and he who will climb 
for the love he has will find a crown 
its rugged bars. The world has little us 
for the smug and comfortable parso 
“the little, round, fat, oily man of 
It accuses him of. living a complacent 1 
sharing little the hard conditions of 
and seldom soiling his hands or 
his sinews with the rough and 
things which the average man kno 
well. It looks in the tables of the actu 
and finds that clergymen are the 
surance risk, that they live longer 
artisans or other professional mi 
concludes it is because they 1 
themselves and moderate their 
exposure. No doubt the communi 
taken in its judgment, but it~ 
cause of Christ much good fo 
age man to be convinced that 1 
of today is like his Master i 
ing toil, that he is in the world not t 
ministered unto but to minister. 

“Give me,” said Wesley, “a 
preachers who fear nothing but 
desire nothing but God, and I 
straw whether they be. cler 
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the earth.” What the world is looking 
for is unselfish, unealeulating, improvi- 
dent, imprudent people, who will throw 
themselves into a chasm to bridge it by 
their sacrifice that coming ages may find 
it a highway; and such men will fill the 
world’s pedestals when the marble gods 
are tipped from their seats. Prudent and 
proper and cautious and_ self-contained 
people are at a discount. There are so 
many of them that the market is fairly 
glutted. Unless enthusiasm shall be stored 
in the great reservoirs where God’s rains 
fall, there will be no stream to drive the 
heavy wheels of toil. 


Social Discontent 


We hear much about social discontent. 
We see evidence enough of its presence 
in the body politic. What we need is an 
antidote for it in a divine discontent in 
pulpit and pew and an unrest on the part 
of the Church that will not be satisfied 
until it has thrown itself without reserve 
into unselfish service for its kind. It is 
the self-satisfied Christian who is a mill- 
stone about the neck of evangelistic prog- 
ress, 

Socialists and labor reformers are show- 
ing us a passionate idealism and are set- 
ting us an example in their propaganda 
that should startle every Christian heart. 
The greatest contribution which the 
Church can make to the settlement of the 
world’s needs would be to contribute from 
its own life the spirit of Jesus to the set- 
tlement of those questions which stir our 
age. Shall socialism surpass us in devo- 
tion, and science usurp the place of the 
Chureh as the herald of immortality? 

We have come to a fateful hour. We 
must join issue with ease, indifference, 
materialism, skepticism, and outbreaking 
sin. If we are heartless and laggard, the 
ancient curse which fell out of Heaven 
will smite us full in the face. “Curse ye 
Meroz,” said the angel of the Lord, “curse 
ye bitterly the inhabitants thereof, be- 
cause they come not to the help of the 
Lord against the mighty.” 


Evangelistic Heart 


Before we can do evangelistic work we 
must have evangelistic heart. To gain 
that, it would seem to be necessary sim- 
ply to catch His spirit, whose name we 
bear, when He walked among us in the 
flesh. His characteristics were all com- 
pressed into a single sentence, “He had a 
passion for saving the lost.” In a single 
chapter, He gave us the stories of the lost 
coin, the lost sheep, the lost son, and it 


all leads up to the sublime declaration, . 


“The Son of Man is come to seek and 
save that which was lost.” His devotion 
was to the uttermost, and so it happened 
that “the world has had but one Christ 
and will never need another.” May I ask 
what right we have to bear His name if 
we do not share His devotion? 

I make my plea for a Church of yearn- 
ing souls. A wise man has said, “No heart 
is pure that is not passionate, no virtue 
is safe that is not enthusiastic.” In my 
round among the Churches, I have met 
many facing toward Emmaus and travel- 
ing alone. I have found Comrades of the 
Leaden Heart and Knights of the Juniper 
Tree; but I covet for all membership in 
the society of the Burning Heart, the 
same society that the travelers to Emmaus 
joined before the night fell, and whose 
members lit the world with their glowing 
light. It was true of the Master. “The 
zeal of thy house hath eaten me up.” 
We might well examine our own hearts to 
see if we have something of His own tem- 
per. In the old days, “Zeal for power 
consumed Caesar, and the love of praise 
consumed Cicero, and lust consumed 
Anthony.” Why should it be a thing in- 
credible that love of souls should fairly 
consume the heart of the Church? When 
the Master went to prayer, He went with 
a strong crying and with tears, and Moses 
praying to God for a rebellious people, 
who even then threatened his life, cried 
out in his yearning, “Forgive their sin, 
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and if not, blot me, I pray Thee, out of 
Thy book.” Paul shared his Master’s spirit 
and cried, “I could wish that I myself 
were accursed from Christ for my breth- 
rens’ sake.” In all the ages sinee that 
time it has been through the agony of 
yearning souls that the Church has won 
its victories. We hear Brainerd crying 
out, “I wrestled for the ingathering of 
souls, I was in such an agony from sun 
half an hour high until near dark.” Jewett 
in his little elassic, “The Passion for 
Souls,” gives chapter after chapter that is 
enough to stir the heart of the dead. You 
will remember how Finney, betaking him- 
self to prayer, lost his strength but 
gained his power. If we are to speak 
with tongues of fire, we must have a 
heart of flame. 


A Yearning Heart 

The object of a yearning heart is the 
winning of the world to God. To be 
equipped for that, we must sit at the feet 
of the great Teacher. I take it that we 
are all ready to listen to His words to His 
disciples, “I will make you fishers of men.” 
Jowett quotes the quaint words of Isaak 
Walton in the preface of his “Complete 
Angler,” “To the reader of this discourse, 
but especially to the honest angler,’ and 
he reminds us of Walton’s declaration that 
neither fishing nor fencing can be taught 
by words. “I will make you,’—nothing 
is so powerful as His own example. If the 
example of Washington and Hancock 


PUSSY WILLOW 


The snow was deep, and overhead 

Grim clouds of threathening gray 
were spread— 

My heart felt cold—when someone 
said, 

“T’ve brought some Pussy willow.” 

Quite suddenly, the world was 
bright! 

The sun came through, my heart 
grew light; 

That bit of Spring had made things 
right— 

That gift of Pussy willow! 


Oh God, when Life looks cold and 
gray, 

And clouds of doubt o’ershade the 
way; 

I thank Thee, there are friends who 


say, 
“T’ve brought some Pussy willow.” 


Grace Harner Poffenberger. 


make generations of heroes for America, 
the example of our Christ ought to be 
sufficient inspiration for untold millen- 
niums of Christian heroes. We sound the 
praises of our missionary heroes, and with 
good reason. Coke and Carey, Livingston 
and Taylor, Williams and Judson, Morri- 
son and Paton, are true heroes of the 
Cross. But what are missions, and what 
are their purposes? These men are sent 
out to evangelize the world. Yes, but 
what are we doing in our Churches at 
home? Is devotion to God in unceasing 
and unealeulating service more required in 
Africa than in America? If it is good to 
hold street meetings in Bombay or Pekin, 
why is not an equal service worth while in 
New York or Philadelphia? We hold our 
farewell meetings and ride down to the 
dock and see our missionaries off, and 
when the ship swings into the stream we 
get into our autos, saying, “Poor fellows, 
how much fun they will miss.” But are 
we not all challenged to the same sur- 
render and the same devotion? There is 
but one standard of devotion and it ap- 
plies in every field. World-wide evangel- 
ism is the message of the hour, and it is 
as imperative in the Occident as in the 
Orient. It is self denying service that 
counts, counts everywhere. How came an 
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ungodly reporter to write chapters that 
read like another Acts of the Apostles? 


It was because Stanley met Livingston 
in the heart of Africa and saw in him the 
temper and spirit of his Master. How was 


it that George Romanes, the clear-headed 
skeptic, pillowed his head at last upon a 


mighty faith? It was because he read a 
letter from a missionary who was count- 
ing not his life dear. Ah, yes, when the 
world sees the marks of the nails in the 
palms of the Chureh, it will be no longer 


faithless but believing! 
The Personal Touch 


We must come into personal touch with 
our people. We must know their heart- 
ache to share it. The Church must know 
the agonizing pain of motherhood if she 
is to know the unspeakable joy of new- 
born children nourished at her breast. 

I am quite aware that we hold variant 
views and adopt different methods in the 
unfolding of the Christian life and the 
building up of the Chureh. It would ill 
become me to claim elearer thought or 
wiser methods than my brethren, but how- 
ever much we may differ in method, we 
are all agreed in the necessity of some 
birth from above and we may each say 
to the other, “If thy heart is as my heart, 
give me thy hand.” Whatever our differ- 
ences, there is one thing we must have— 
it is that which makes the yearning heart 
—love for the souls of men. It cannot be 
simulated, we must really care for the 
souls of men and “care to care.” If we 
wear a mask, it will slip some day and 
all the world will know what God has 
known all along, that we had but a stolid 
face and a heart of stone. It is by the 
medicine of a loving heart that dead souls 
are brought to life. Our Saviour broke 
His heart for those He loved, and “if 
we do not bleed, we cannot bless.” Sin 
and pain and death have not gone out of 
fashion. David eries ceaselessly from his 
chamber over the gate, “Would God I had 
died for thee, O Absalom, my son,” and 
still the mourners go about the streets. 
If we do not feel the world’s woe, we 
cannot heal it. If we know not the fel- 
lowship of Christ’s suffering, how can we 
share in the glory of His reward? 


One Business in Life 


What has been your labor under the 
sun and what have you to show for it? 
If fame was the object, and you won it, 
you found how empty it is and how soon 
men are forgotten. If you have sought 
tor wealth, you have found it hard to 
win and easy to lose and a bitter thing 
to hold if it has been won at the cost of 
truth and love. All these end here. It is 
threnody and thanatopsis and we go out 
empty-handed. When we go up to our 
chamber for the last time, only one thing 
will count. There is but one business 
which is worth while. To undertake it, 
the throne of heaven was emptied that 
the mansions of heaven might be filled. 
It challenged the Son of God and con- 
sumed Him with its passion and there is 
nothing so Godlike among men. 


Sacrifices Known by God 


I have no question as to what thrills 
the heart of God, for Jesus said, “He that 
hath seen me, hath seen the Father.” I 
know God is interested in every sacrifice 
that we make for Him, for when Jesus 
set up His temple of fame He gave one 
of its chiefest places to an unknown 
widow, who cast into God’s treasury all 
she had. I know God eares for His work- 
ers, for I saw Jesus with a towel about 
His loins, washing His disciples’ feet. I 
know God will be merciful to the repent- 
ant, for I saw Jesus write the accusation 
of a woman in the sand and serateh it 
out. I know He is a God of the yearning 
heart, for Jesus paints a picture of a 
father waiting by the roadside for a bad 
boy coming home. He sees him coming 
and runs to meet him and will not begin 
the feast until the prodigal sits, clean 
robed, at the head of the table. This is 


10 


the evangel which we are to preach, The 
only love which never halts and never 
fails is the love of God for a lost world. 
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We are to interpret that to the sin-cursed 
and the desolate. 


Concerning that evangel, there is only 
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one verdiet in earth or hell or heaven, 
and this is the verdict, “He that winneth 
souls is wise.” 


British Opinion of Laymen’s Report 


(Have Both Praise and Criticism for Mission Survey) 


London, England.—The American lay- 
men’s report on foreign missions has been 
appreciatively but critically discussed in 
our religious press, mainly by wrters who 
have themselves had long experience in the 
administration of missionary societies or 
on the mission field. They are unanimous 
in commending it as a very fine piece of 


work, which will take its place with the 
best modern literature of missions and 
which deserves careful study by the 


British as well as the American Churches. 


The criticisms they offer are both 
specific and general. They think it dif- 
ficult, for instance, to believe that the 


Commissioners had a fair opportunity of 


MEETINGS OF THE SYNODS 
IN 1933 

April 24, 1933, Eastern Synod, Christ (7.45 
P. M.), Norristown, Pa., pastor loci, Rev. 
Cyrus T. Glessner, 1009 W. Marshall St., 
Norristown, Pa. 

May 15, 1933, Pittsburgh Synod, Iun- 
garian (7.30 P. M.), Homestead, Pa., Rev. 
Barnabas Dienes, 416 N. 10th St., Home- 
stead, Pa. 

June 5, 1933, Synod of the Potomac, Hood 
College (8 P. M.), Frederick, Md., Dr. 
Joseph H. Apple, president, Frederick, 
Md. 

June 19, 1933, Synod of the Mid-West, 
First (8 P. M.), Gary, Ind., Rev. J. M. 
Johnson, Gary, Ind. 

June 20, 1933, Ohio Synod, Heidelberg Col- 


lege Chapel (7.30 P. M.), Tiffin, Ohio, 
Dr. Charles E. Miller, president, Tiffin, 
Ohio. 


September 5, 1933, Synod of the Northwest 
(place not as yet decided). 


THE 187TH ANNUAL MEETING OF 
THE EASTERN SYNOD 


The Eastern Synod of the Reformed 
Church in the United States will meet in 
187th Annual Sessions on Monday, April 
24, 1933, at 7.45 P. M., in Christ Church, 
Norristown, Pa., the Rev. Cyrus T. Gless- 
ner, 1009 Marshall St., Norristown, Pa., 
pastor. 

The Synod will meet in General Conven- 
tion. The attention of charges and con- 
sistories is called to the constitutional pro- 
vision requiring them to care for the neces- 
sary expenses of the pastor and delegate 
elder. The official delegates are: 

1. Every minister enrolled in each of 
the Classes of the Synod; 2. The elder pri- 
marius, or his secundus, who represented 
the charge at the annual meeting of the 
Classis. 

The Constitution of the Reformed Church 
requires that delegates be punctual in at- 
tending the sessions of the Judicatories to 
which they have been elected and that they 
remain until the close of the sessions. 

Announcement concerning hotel accom- 
modations, entertainment and meals will be 
made by the pastor loci, in a special com- 
munication sent to all enrolled ministers 
and pastors for themselves and their dele- 
gate elders. 

The roll clerk, the Rev. Homer Skyles 
May, will be in the vestibule of the Church 


By Herbert W. Horwill 


seeing the best medical missions in China 
or in India, for the account given of medi- 
cal misionary work is really quite mis- 
leading. The ideal of the Commissioners 
is described as “purely doctrinaire”’, so 
that their report of what they have seen 
expresses the impatience and disappoint- 
ment of academic idealists who have had 
no share in the experience of facing the 
difficulties of the actual task. Their con- 
ception of Christianity is said to involve 
a definite departure from the normal pur- 
pose of the missionary enterprise, from its 
beginning with St. Paul onwards. They 
aparently feel that the benefits of Chris- 
tianity can be communicated without much 
speech concerning the message which has 


created it. Throughout history it has 
been the Pauline type of Christianity that 
has inspired world-wide missionary effort, 
and the admirable subsidiary purposes set 
forth by the Commissioners are not com- 
pelling enough as motives for an enter- 
prise that demands so great sacrifices. His- 
tory, too, confutes the implication of the 
report that the Church is not an essential 
feature of the Christian program, and 
that its place should be taken by some in- 
ternational fellowship of those who, while 
actuated by love to Christ, are not pre- 
pared for such full self-commitment to 
His service as is Involved in Chureh mem- 
bership. 


20 minutes before the opening of Synod 
and each session thereafter. The enroll- 
ment blanks for each delegate will be sent 
out in advance by mail. The Annual Blue 
Book will be mailed, under special cover, 
early in April. Representatives of Boards 
and Institutions will be heard in connec- 
tion with the presentation of the reports of 
the several committees dealing with their 
specific work. 
By order of the Eastern Synod: 
J. Hamilton Smith, President, 
J. Rauch Stein, Stated Clerk. 
Philadelphia, Pa., 
March 16, 1933. 


THE RUFUS W. AND KATHERINE 
McCAULEY MILLER MEMORIAL 
FUND PRIZE ESSAY CONTEST 

FOR 1933 


SUBJECT—“The Catechetical Manual” 


(Recently published by the Board of 


Christian Education). 
LENGTH—Not over 3,000 words. 


TIME—All essays must be received by Dr. 
Henry I. Stahr, Executive Secretary of 
the Board of Christian Education, by 
Children’s Day, June 11, 1933. 

ELIGIBLE—Any minister or member of 
the Reformed Church in the United 
States. 

INSTRUCTIONS—(1) Sign essay with an 
assumed name, giving correct name and 
address in a separate envelope. 

(2) Use one side of paper only. 
(3) Manuscripts should be typewritten. 

PRIZES—First Prize, $75.00 
Second Prize, $50.00 
Third Prize, $25.00 


BOWLING GREEN ACADEMY 


Wouldn’t it be fine if we could announce 
next week that we had crossed the $400 
mark? Two gifts have been made to this 
fund since our last report, and both of 
them came from good friends who have 
contributed in former years. $10 came 
from Wm. F. Wagner, and $2 from Mrs. 
Charles L. Bubb. Thank you! Total to 
date is $371. Send all money, checks or 
money orders to Dr. Paul $8. Leinbach, 
care of “The Messenger” 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
Rev. D. E. Ehlman from Chicago, DL, 
to 2205 E. Garfield Drive, Indianapolis, 
Ind. 
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IN BRIEF 


Rev. Wm. H. Mader from 60 North Allen 
Ave., to 116 North Parkwood Blvd., Pasa- 
dena, Cal. 


Rev. Dr. William F. Kosman, of Salem 
Church, Allentown, Pa., gave one of his 
characteristically able and eloquent ad- 
dresses before the Union Ministers’ Meet- 
ing of ees at the Central Y. M; 
C. A., on March 27. 

Dr. Kenneth Appel of the Mental Hy- 
giene Clinic, U. of P., speaks on “Building 
Family Relationships’ before the West 
Phila. Parents’ Forum in the First Church 
on Thursday, Mar. 30, at 8 P. M. Admis- 
sion is free. 


Last Sunday morning Dr. Bartholomew 
was the preacher at St. Andrew’s Church, 
this city, Rev. Dr. A. G. Peters, pastor. 
Prayer was offered by Elder Jacob Sech- 
ler, one of the founders of the congrega- 
tion, and its continued supporter. 


We regret to learn of a disastrous fire 
which destroyed the barn at St. Paul’s 
Orphans’ Home, Greenville, Pa. Fortu- 
nately no lives were lost, but 36 cattle 
perished, also 2 sows and 15 small pigs. 


The loss is over $10,000, and the insur-— 


ance $7,500. 

Messrs. J. D. Pierce, L. K. Wigle and 
Howard Kemp, active laymen of the First 
Church, Irwin, Pa., have filled the pulpit 
during the recent serious illness of their 
pastor, Rev. E. M. Dietrich. We are glad 
to say that Rev. Mr. Dietrich has been 
home from the hospital for several weeks 
and will soon be able to fill his pulpit. 

Under the auspices of the Ministers’ 
League, Noonday Lenten services are held 
in Zion Church, Allentown, Pa. Among 
those who took part were Dr. Simon Sip- 
ple, M. F. Klingaman, H. I. Aulenbach, 
E. E. Sensenig, R. L. Rupp and Dr. A. 0. 
Reiter. 
organ recitals and Prof. Will Rees leads 
the singing. 

A sacred drama, “The Rock,’ directed 
by R. A. Donecker, will be given as a 
worship service on Palm Sunday night, 
Apr. 9, in First Church, Phila., Rev. G. 
H. Gebhardt, pastor. At the W. M. 5S. 
meeting Apr. 3, a missionary drama, “Two 
Masters,’ will be presented. Mrs. Grace 
Leiphart, president of the Classical W. M. 


S., will be a special guest at this interest- “nel 


ing meeting. 
At Trinity Church, dni’ Of Rev. Dre 
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Prof. W. W. Landis conducts the 
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H. Nevin Kerst, Rev. J. H. Satterfield, the 
new pastor of the First Baptist Church, 
was the guest speaker at the 5th mid- 
week Lenten service on Mar. 29. A sacred 
musical in charge of the Men’s Glee Club 
of Heidelberg College was held on Mar. 
26, at the 10.30 A. M. service. <A class of 
young people will be confirmed on Palm 
Sunday and Communion will be celebrated 
at 8 and 10.30 A. M. and 7.30 P. M., on 
Kaster. 

During Holy Week in Emmanuel Church, 
Allentown, Pa., Rev. Willis D. Mathias, 
pastor, services will be held at 7.45 P. M., 
on Tuesday, with sermons by the pastors; 
on Wednesday, with illustrated lecture on 
“The Passion of Our Lord,” by Dr. W. F. 
Curtis; Thursday, the sacred cantata, “The 
Seven Last Words,” by the choir, assisted 


by the choir of Salem Church, Castasau- 
qua; Good Friday, Preparatory service, 
and on Easter, Holy Communion. 


The beginning of a new 
education is announced by the New 
York State Women’s Committee for 
Law Enforcement. The first public 
meeting will be held in the Town 
Hall, 113 West Forty-third St., Monday 
evening, April 8, and the 3 speakers will 
be Dr. Norman Vincent Peale, pastor of 
the Marble Collegiate Church; Mr. Arthur 
M. Barnhart, National Director of the 
Citizen’s Legion, and Dr. Haven Emerson, 
of Columbia University. 


On Mar. 28, the annual concert by the 
Chaneel Choir of Salem Chureh, Allen- 
town, Pa., Rev. Wm. F. Kosman, pastor, 
was held in the Lyrie Theatre, and the 
world famous Jeritza was the soloist. On 
April 5 and 6 a drama, “The Rich Young 
Ruler’, will be rendered by the Young 
People’s Union. On April 14, the choir 
will render the cantata, “The Seven Last 
Words of Christ”. On Mar. 12, the Dubbs 
Bible Class in commemoration of the class 
anniversary, attended Church as a class 
on Mar. 12. Mr. H. Stanley Reichenbach 
is the teacher. 


campaign of 


The Foreign Mission service entitled 
“My Father’s World,” won a warm place 
in the hearts of many of our members. An 
ardent supporter of the work in contribut- 
ing $200, wrote, “In former years we did 
not use the services but I am very glad 
we did this year, as it brings the infor- 
mation before the young people.’ The 
offerings to date amount to $6,700.. It will 
be a special favor to the Board if con- 
gregations and Sunday Schools will for- 
ward the amounts without delay. So much 
money, specially contributed, is apt to lie 
idle in local treasuries, unless it is for- 
warded at the time the offering is taken. 


Trinity Church, Baltimore, Md., Rev. 
Chas. A. Bushong, pastor, has entered 
heartily with 12 Protestant Churches in 
the Community Union Lenten services 
held Wednesdays in the different Churches. 
However, Trinity congregation feel the 
need of a personal inspiration from the 
Lenten season and hold a congregational 
Lenten service on Thursday evening with 
the following Reformed ministers as guest 
speakers: Mar. 16, Rev. Dr. J. L. Barn- 
hart; Mar. 23, Rev. M. H. Way; Mar. 30, 
Rev. F. A. Rosenberger; April 6, Rev. A. 
S. Weber, D.D.; April 12, Rev. R. M. Stahl, 
and April 13, Rev. F. W. Bald. The Pre 
paratory service and Confirmation of new 
members will be held Good Friday evening. 
Communion Easter Sunday. 


A business man, who is one of the best 
known and most faithful elders of the 
Synod of the Potomac, in renewing his 
“Messenger” subscription, adds this word 
of encouragement and appreciation: “Ever 
since establishing my own home 45 years 
ago, I have been a reader of the ‘“Mes- 
senger.’ At present I am a subscriber to 
27 different papers and magazines. The 
one I derive the most satisfaction from 
is the ‘Messenger.’ I love it because of 
the fearless attitude of the editor on. all 
spiritual and civie matters. I love it be- 
cause it gives me the Kingdom news and 
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a Kingdom view that I cannot get from 
any other periodical.” Who would not 
feel grateful for such a message? 

In Trinity Church of the Kreutz 
Creek Charge, York, Pa., Rev. Walter 
EK. Garrett, pastor, special services 
are being held each Thursday during 
Lent. There will be special services 
during Holy Week, with Confirma- 


tion on Good Friday and Holy Communion 
on Kaster. The annual congregational 
meeting was held Jan. 11, when reports 
were given and new officers elected. The 
pastor reported 8 infant baptisms and 3 


adult; 2 marriages; 2 erasures and 2 ac- 
cessions. The annual congregational 


meeting of Locust Grove was held on New 
Year’s Day. The pastor reported for this 
congregation, 4 accessions, 2 infant bap- 
tisms, no deaths. At Canadochly congre- 
gational meeting was held on Jan. 3, and 
the pastor reported 8 infant baptisms, 2 
marriages, 2 erasures and 3 deaths. 

Mr. and Mrs. Geo. M. S. Light, of Con- 
announce the engagement of 
daughter, Phyllis Knight, and the 
Rev. Harold Edward Ditzler, assistant 
rector at St. Geoge’s West, Edinburgh, 
Scotland, son of the Rey. and Mrs. Irwin 
S. Ditzler, of Milton, Pa. Miss Light at- 
tended Wilson College and the University 
of North Carolina Women’s College. Mr. 
Ditzler was graduated from Susquehanna 
University in 1928, and the following year 
attended the Princeton Theological Semi- 
nary. In 1931 he received the degree of 
Bachelor of Divinity from the Reformed 
Theological Seminary, Lancaster. At pres- 
ent he is studying for the degree of doe- 
tor of philosophy at the University of 
Edinburgh. The marriage will take place 
in June, after which the bride and groom 
will sail for Scotland, where they will 
make their home. 


Supt. Edward F. Evemeyer, D. D., sends 
this very welcome word from stricken Cal- 
ifornia: “No loss of life and but little in- 
jury to persons resulted to any of our 
Reformed Chureh people in the earthquake 
that shook the whole of Southern Cali- 
fornia. All Church plants are without 
damage except that of the Japanese Mis- 
sion in Los Angeles. The extent of this 
damage is not yet determined, but will 
not be so very great, it is believed. The 
night of the 10th, in which the tremblors 
came in close succession, was one of ter- 
ror in which the mental and physical strain 
was terrific. Daily tremblors have been 
experienced since, but the entire popula- 
tion is now calm and all are about their 
daily duties. The devastated areas are 
busy at rehabilitation.” 

It was the privilege of the pastor of 
St. Paul Church, Greenville, O., Rev. Ed- 
gar V. Loucks, to present a stereopticon 
sermon-lecture in the Wilson Ave. Church, 
Columbus, O., Rev. E. Bruce Jacobs, pas- 
tor, on Mar. 5. It was the first of special 


their 


LENTEN FOOD 


Oh, how long we keep account 

Of some imagined wrong or slight! 
Too puffed up in selfish pride, 

We do not think and act aright. 


Dear Lord, we feel quite penitent; 
We come with our great sins to Thee; 
We pray to be more lenient 

When others’ trivial faults we see 


Savior, Thou hadst the power divine 
To say, “Thy sins be forgiv’n thee”; 
But by Thy choice and love sublime 
Thou didst forgive Thine enemy. 


Savior, we pray Thee to season 

Our hard hearts with love and restson, 
That we forgive our fellow-men; 

Thou didst pray, “Father, forgive them!” 


When men did all that men could do 
To pierce and wound Thee thru and thru; 
Savior, who wast so kind and true, 
Didst say, “They know not what they do.” 


—Emma S. Graver. 
Glenside, Pa, 
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FOR SALE 


MASSANUTTEN ACADEMY BONDS 
First Mortgage, 20 yr. Gold Coupon Bonds, 6% 
Due April Ist, 1952 
Interest payable April and October 
Secured by Values of Intrinsic Worth 
Twenty Acre Campus, Fourteen Hundred feet 
facing Federal Highway No. 11. 5 Buildings. 
Other valuable property in Woodstock, and a 
110 acre farm near, developed as a recreation 
club and camp, as well as for food supplies for 
the school. Purchasers of Bonds are well pleased 
with their investment.—J. B. RUSH, Treasurer 


For further information address 
DR. HOWARD J. BENCHOFF, Headmaster 
Woodstock, Virginia 


Sunday night Lenten services, and the at- 


tendance was splendid. At Greenville, the 
evening service was conducted by men of 
the Brotherhood, with the theme, “Chris- 
tian Brotherliness.” Rev. Doyle D. War- 
ner presided, an elder made the address, 
and selections were rendered by a male 


and Present” 
the Thursday 


quartette. “Palestine Past 
is the general subject for 
night stereopticon sermon-lectures at St. 
Paul. Three such services are being held. 
While Mr. Loucks is giving an illustrated 
sermon on “Our Lord’s Land,” in the Con- 
gregational Christian Church, Ansonia, O., 
their pastor will be in Greenville. Other 
exchanges are scheduled for the near fu- 
ture. One of these illustrated sermons was 
given recently in the East Zion Church, 
near Greenville. 

The members of First Church, Sehuyl- 
kill Haven, Pa., Rev. John L. Herbster, 
pastor, and the pastor’s many friends in 
that vicinity are rejoicing to learn that 
Mr. Herbster is recuperating from a seri- 
ous illness caused by an attack of influ- 
enza, and will soon occupy his pulpit. He 
will participate in the special Palm Sun- 
day service, perform the rite of Confirma- 
tion and administer the Lord’s Supper. 
During the pastor’s illness the pulpit was 
filled by Rev. E. B. Messner, Student Carl 
Leinbach, and Revs. L. M. Fetterolf, R. 
A. Bausch, Wm. Ziegenfus and O. R. 
Frantz. The Rev. H. Jerome Leinbach, 
former pastor, officiated at two funerals. 
During March, Student Carl Leinbach, a 
former son of the congregation, a student 
at the Lancaster Seminary and a member 
of the graduating class, preached two se- 
ries of sermons. The 87th anniversary of 
the W. M. S. was appropriately observed 
Mar. 16 at the residence of one of its 
charter members. The Young People, under 
the guidance of Miss Ruth Bubeck, a Hood 
College graduate and a former post-gradu- 
ate student at Peabody Institute of Mu- 
sic, are engaged in numerous Young Peo- 
ple’s activities. They endeavor to have at 
least one activity monthly that is of espe- 
cial interest to the entire congregation. 
In January they prepared and conducted a 
Sunday evening worship on “Depression 
Cures.” In February they prepared and 
rendered a patriotic social affair. 

On Feb. 16, the annual banquet of Class 
12 of Shiloh Church School, Danville, Pa., 
Re v.Clark W. Heller, pastor, was held 
in Fellowship Hall. 84 members of the 
class and guests were present and a tur- 
key dinner was most tastefully served by 
the Ladies’ Aid Society. The speaker was 
the Rev. Walter E. Brown, pastor of the 
Pine St. Lutheran Church. Other speak- 
ers were Messrs. John Dietz, who presid- 
ed; Wm. F. Rudy, Willard Zeisloft, Thomas 
Shultz, Clark Kern, Calvin C. Ritter, 
teacher of the class, which office he has 
filled most faithfully for more than 40 
years, and Rev. Mr. Heller. Not a man 
is still a member of the class who be- 
longed to it when Mr. Ritter first took 
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charge. Messrs. Wm. E. Rudy and Clark 

Kern have been members of the class for 

38 years. In the next group to come in ce hp 

were Mr. John Dietz and Clark McCloskey, 

who are still members. High and much CONFIRMATION CARDS 
deserved tributes were paid M r. Ritter. We have three, beautiful, chaste “Confi tion” Cards, a choice of either 
Feb. 23, Class 14, Prof. D. N. Dieffen- one of which would appeal to the heart of the young person receiving it at 
bacher, teacher, was given a most delight- this most important time of his or her life. 

ful banquet in Felowship Hall by their 


teacher and Mrs. Dieffenbacher. 44 ladies 
of the class were present. The pastor and 
wife were The pastor spoke on 
George Washington. Mrs. John Foust and 
Mrs. Robert Naus had charge of the pro- 
gram during the social hour. Mrs. Chas. 
Rischel is president of the class. Mar. 16, 
Class 18, Mrs. Fred W. Diehl and Mrs. 
V. A. Olsen, teachers, served a banquet 
for 334 Rotarians and their wives from 
this district. 


guests. 


CALIFORNIA CLASSIS 


In the heart of one of the finest farm- 
ing communities of California, there gath- 
ered together the ministers and elders of 
the California Churches for the second 
annual meeting of California Classis, in 
Ebenezer Church, Shafter, on Jan. 24, at 
7.30 P. M. Rev. Wm. P. Thiel, the presi- 
dent, opened the sessions with a sermon. 
Rey. A. Funck, formerly of Millar, 8. D., 
is the pastor of this hospitable congrega- 
tion. 

The meeting of Classis, soon after it 
convened, found its way into three dis- 
tinet grooves of activity, that of social, 
business, and devotion. Men came from 
great distances and from a year of anxious, 
difficult Kingdom toil. Not a man could 
say that the past year was one of excep- 
tional success or comparative ease. And 
when they converged to this small town 
of Shafter, a small part of the vast San 
Joaquin Valley, they were received with a 
whole-hearted, simple hospitality. Our 
Japanese, Hungarian and American 
brethren were received into the homes of 
friends of Jesus, with a deep-rooted, loyal 
and long line of German ancestry, who 
have become valuable assets to our Amer- 
ican life. In Christ all were one in these 
Christian homes where Christ and the 
Word still have the place of honor and 
reverence. This sincere, friendly, home- 
like hospitality was worth more to the 
writer, who is one of the many con- 
fronted with the complex, abnormal and 
at times disintegrating home-life of our 
feverish cities, than all the apparent 
quantitative successes he may hope to 
point to in these hectice days. Men today 
see Christ come up out of the sea and 
walk with Him on the silver strands; 
others see Him drifting by in a cloud over 
the high mountain peaks; others meet Him 
in the shady, whispering canyon, thinking 
it is the Garden; while others see Him in 
the wild desert, or in the whirling city, 
in the hospital ward or on the school’s 
playground—but, thank God, man can 
still find a remnant of homes in our land, 
where, when one knocks, the door is flung 
open wide and the Saviour of men _ bids 
one enter to break bread with Him and 
to rest one’s weary soul for a season. We 
are grateful for that social experience at 
Shafter. 

The business of Classis was carried on 
with despatch, but giving careful and de- 
liberate consideration to every item of 
business. It was friendly but serious, dif- 
fering in some things but tolerant in all 
things. Interest centered mainly around 
three important items, those of General 
Synod, Missions and Stewardship, and 
Christian Education. At this meeting, Rev. 
A. Funck was installed as pastor of our 
Ebenezer Church at Shafter; Rev. Albert 
Hady:> was received from the Lakeside 
Classis; and Student F. Hayashi was dis- 
missed to Southwest Ohio Classis. The 
Japanese Mission at West Los® Angeles, 
formerly Sawtelle, was enrolled with eight 
members and fifty in the Sunday School. 
Rev. K. Suzuki is the missionary pastor. 
The net increase was but four. Again the 
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increase of nine per cent was marred by 
the deplorable decrease of seven per cent 
alone, due to the erasure of names from 
the rolls of our congregations. The officers 
elected for the year 1933-34 are: Presi- 
dent, Rev. Edward F. Evemeyer, D.D., 
Los Angeles; Vice-President, Rev. A. 
Funck, Shafter; Treasurer, Elder John 
Mettler, Jr., Lodi; Stated Clerk, Rev. 
Francis John Schmuck, West Hollywood; 
Corresponding Clerk, Rev. 8S. Kowta, San 
Francisco. Rev. Dr. Evemeyer, Rev. Mr. 
Schmuck and Elder Max Endres compose 
the Executive Committee. The Classis was 
incorporated Jan, 21, 1933. 

The devotional part of Classis was not 
overlooked. Sermons of a true inspira- 
tional and evangelical character were de- 
livered by the president, Rev. Wm. P. 
Thiel, at the opening of the sessions; a 
German sermon by Rev. R. Birk at the 
installation of Rev. A. Funck; and a ser- 
mon on Missions by Dr. Evemeyer. On 
Wednesday morning the Holy Communion 
was celebrated. At the opening of the 
other morning and afternoon sessions our 
Japanese brethren gave splendid addresses 
—they were given by Rev. J. Mori, of 
Berkeley, and Revs. Kowta and Saito, of 
San Francisco. 

California Classis is scheduled to con- 
vene for its third annual meeting on 
Tuesday, Jan. 23, 1924, at 7.30 P. M., at 
Salem Church, Lodi, Cal. 

Note: Dr. Evemeyer was appointed by 
Classis to submit the report to the “Mes- 
senger” and “World,” but because of the 
sudden death of his father, he asked the 
Stated Clerk of Classis to submit this re- 
port in his stead. Classis extends to him 
every brotherly sympathy in this cross- 
bearing period. 

Francis John Schmuck 

West Hollywood, Calif. 


Is IT STRANGE? 


The Classes which every year have the 
largest number of contestants in the Stew- 
ardship Essay and Poster Contest are the 
Classes which pay the largest percentage 
of their Apportionments. There are some 
exceptions: a few Classes at the top of the 
list do not have many congregations study- 
ing Stewardship by having their young 
people participate in the annual contest 
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and there are a few Classes far down on 
the list which do have a number of par- 
ticipants. The latter will certainly move 
up in the list, and there is a strong prob- 
ability that the others will drop lower. Is 
it strange? In any case, it is true that the 
Classes, and generally speaking, the con- 
gregations, which have been studying 
Stewardship and which are encouraging 
their young people to study and practice 
Christian Stewardship, are those which 
manage to contribute the largest propor- 
tions of the amounts asked of them for 
the support of the Denominational Mis- 
sionary and Benevolent work. 


Again, it is a remarkable fact that the 
‘Classes which have live and active Mis- 
sionary and Stewardship Committees and 
earnest Classical Treasurers stand at the 
top of the list in the payment of Appor-_ 
tionments and the others toward the bot- 
tom. Now, undoubtedly it is true that a 
very earnest and sincere Classical commit- 
tee and treasurer are not able in all cases 
to encourage and help their congregations 
to pay their Apportionments in full. This 
may be especially the case for a few years, 
just as the best pastor in the denomination 
might not be able for a considerable num- 
ber of years to lead certain congregations 
to pay the Apportionment in full, but 
sooner or later, the Classical committee 
brings up the congregation and the Classis 
as a whole payes a large proportion of its 
Apportionment. As a rule the Classes at 
the bottom of the list do not have very 
aggressive committees, and probably the 
Classical Treasurer does little more than 
receive and forward the funds. 


It is possible to follow a pastor from 
one congregation to another, and notice 
how he has brought congregations, whieh, 
up until that time, had not paid their Ap- 
portionments in full, to paying them in 
full, and to follow other pastors who have 
gone to congregations paying their Appor- 
tionments in full and see, after a few 
years, that those congregations have drop- 
ped to the payment of half or less. Exact- 
ly the same is true of Classical commit- 
tees. A change of chairman frequently 
leads to activity on the part of a Classical 
committee, which results in great increase 


in giving towards denominational work. On Wns. 


the other hand, a change to a chairman 
who is indifferent, or feels that he is too” 


es 
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busy with other work for the Church, re 
sults in a very perceptible drop. 

There are a number of Classes which 
have had most earnest Classical treasurers, 
usually laymen, who, working with aver- 
age Classical Missionary and Stewardship 
Committees, have been largely instrumental 
in securing the Apportionment in full, or 
nearly so. When they have died or retired 
from service, and a new Classical Treasurer 
has come into office who has not taken his 
duties seriously and recognized his oppor- 
tunities, the Classis has fallen down. 

No, it is not strange. Congregations and 
Classes which encourage the study and 
practice of Christian Stewardship are not 
only among our most loyal congregations 
and Classes, but they are the ones which 
contribute the largest amounts to advance 
the work of the Kingdom of God. More- 
over, humanly speaking, it is the earnest 
and active Classical Missionary and Stew- 
ardship Committee and Classical Treasurer 
who can encourage and assist congregations 
to do everything possible for the Kingdom 
Work. 

William E. Lampe. 


PRESIDENT FRETZ’S ADDRESS 


(Abstract of speech delivered by Mr. E. 
S. Fretz, of Collegeville, Pa., to the St. 
Luke’s Chapter of the Reformed Church- 
men’s League on Dec. 28, 1932, Trappe, 
Pa, Rev. Arthur C. Ohl, pastor.) 


“Tt affords me a great deal of pleasure 
to note the comfortable quarters in which 
the League meets and the efficiency with 
which the meeting is conducted. In these 
times of distress, the influence of the 
Church cannot be over-emphasized. If it 
were not for our faith in God, where 
would we be? 

The man or woman outside the Church 
is in a pitiful condition. People without 
Church relationships see no hope. Church 
members are a privileged class because of 
the saving grace through Jesus Christ. 

We should enjoy the companionship of 
men of the Reformed Church more than 
others because we have sworn allegiance 
to the Reformed Church. We need to 
stand by our Church and become better 
organized. The women of our Chureh 
have been well organized and it is hard 
to understand why the men stood back 
and allowed the woman to forge so far 
ahead. 

There were early attempts to organize, 
one of the first of which was the brother- 
hood of Andrew and Philip. This organi- 
zation for a time teemed with energy. A 
man joining the Brotherhood was given a 
coin, on one side of which was inscribed 
the Lord’s Prayer and on the other side 
the phrase, one-tenth to the Lord. This 
signified that I belong to Jesus Christ and 
that at least one-tenth of my income be- 
longs to the Lord. It should be our 
greatest joy to set aside one-tenth to the 
cause of the Lord. This will develop the 
habit of giving more. AIl Christians 
should give in this manner; there then 
would be no trouble in raising sufficient 
revenue to meet the needs of the Church. 

This movement gripped certain parts of 
the Church, but hadn’t gone far enough. 
There was no one with the vision and 
energy of Dr. Rufus W. Miller, the 
founder of the Brotherhood, to follow 
him, and so the movement died. 

The Laymen’s Movement followed, but 
it also gradually died out. 

A meeting was held at Harrisburg to 
develop plans for an organization that 
would co-ordinate the man power in the 
Reformed Church into a_ co-operative 
body. The Reformed Churchmen’s League 
was the fruit of this meeting. This is 
one of the most important organizations 
we can have in the Reformed Church, to 
band men together to further the work 
of the Kingdom of Christ. 

This League is a great help in spreading 


a knowledge of missions and to do evan-_ 


gelistie work. Too many think of mis- 
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sions as foreign missions only. 

We have different bodies to which our 
congregations send representatives. This 
Chureh sends representatives to Classis, 
and the Classis sends representatives to 
Synod, and the Synod -sends representa- 
tives to the General Synod. 

The Church needs men’s work, and the 
men themselves need such work for their 
own good. Modern men especially need 
the fellowship of the Christian Church 
more than anything else. In attending 
Chureh one gets an atmosphere, an asso- 
ciation and all the things that go with it, 
which can be secured nowhere else. 

We should strive to build up and 
strengthen this League as much as pos- 
sible. Other denominations find it neces- 
sary to organize and form organizations 
to develop the man power in the Church. 
What a powerful force for good we could 
be if we could interest 100,000 men of 
the Reformed Church in the League and 
the program for Church advancement! 
With this number intensely interested, the 
problems of the Boards of Missions would 
be considerably lightened, and the wor- 
ries of maintaining the missionaries re- 
duced. All efforts, no matter how small, 
will be a great aid. May the members 
of other congregations who happen to be 
present go home and use their influence 
to develop the centralization of man 
power in their Churches. The pastors 
generally welcome and appreciate this 
movement.” 


KEEPING THE MEN AT IT 
Rev. John M. G. Darms, D.D., Secty. 


The ideal AFTER-EASTER organization 
for MEN is the Reformed Churchmen’s 
League, as established by the General Syn- 
od, for its program provides for the CON- 
TINUITY of CHRISTIAN FELLOW- 
SHIP and CHRISTIAN WORK. Every 
pastor rejoices to see at least some of his 
men bestir themselves in attending serv- 
ices and seeking to win others to the 
Chuch during the season of Lent. The 
rich Easter fruitage is a result of this 
co-operative effort, in which not only our 
good women, but many of our men, have 
had a conspicuous part. However, every 
Pastor and Consistory regrets to see a let 
down in evangelistic effort after Easter. 
But with the officers and memers of the 
Reformed Chuchmen’s League this effort 
and work does not cease, it never ceases, 
because it’s a part of the regular DAILY 
program of these men to CONTINUE the 
work of EVANGELISM, STEWARD- 
SHIP and MISSIONS. The members of 
the Reformed Churehmen’s League are not 
only expected but trained to be everlast- 
ingly at it to make the Church grow and 
prosper in its appointed work. They are 
the CHAMPIONS of the Church. Here 
then is a fellowship into which the Pas- 
tor and Consistory can introduce the NEW 
MEMBERS, who have been won at Easter 
time, especially the MEN, that they in 
turn grow to be workers in and champions 
of the Church, and help support the work, 
every branch of it. To leave these new 
men -members without a fellowship of 
work will in a measue keep undeveloped 
and unapplied the splendid talents and 
powers which each man inherently pos- 
sesses but which must be cultivated and 
linked up with active men, whose ¢on- 
stant business it is to prosper the work 
of Christ and the Church. 


HOOD HAPPENINGS 


Spring. vacation began at Hood at noon 
on Friday, March 24th, and will end on 
Monday, April 3rd, with exercises resum- 
ing on the following morning. 

During the vacation, many of the Hood 
College clubs are holding spring luncheons. 
Among these are: the Lancaster Club, 
which holds a dinner at the “Spanish Tav- 
ern” at Quarryville with President and 
Mrs. Apple as guests; a noonday luncheon 
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will be held by the Philadelphia Club at 
the Central Y. M. C. A. on the following 
Saturday, April 1st. In connection with 
this luncheon, the club has arranged for 
a showing of the Fox Movietone of Cam 
pus Day at the Fox Theater at 16th and 
Market Streets, to which many of their 
friends are being invited by post card. 
This is similar to plans followed by elubs 
at Pottstown, Greensburg, Baltimore, and 
other points. The college has issued a 
circular announcing its regular 16 m/m 
films for general use, and urging the wider 
use of the Movietone picture whenever 
arangements can be made for showing it. 
This form of publicity is being reflected in 
the general intensification of the field 
work that is challenging our field repre- 
sentatives. Five hundred letters have 
been sent out to Reformed pastors through- 
out the field covered by Hood, asking for 
names of prospective students, and also 
suggesting the use of the films or the 
Movietone in their charge. The offer is 
made to supplement the showing of the 
film by music either by the glee club or 
by instrumental musicians wherever dis- 
tances are not too great. These various 
forms of activity have as their objective, 
capacity enrollment for September, 1933, 
and all asistance toward that end will be 
highly appreciated. 

Following the Philadelphia luncheon, 
President and Mrs. Apple will journey to 
Washington to be guests of the club there 
at the Iron Gate Inn, 

The recent debates between Hood and 
debaters from Gettysbug and George 
Washington University have been greatly 
enjoyed. The former was won by Hood 
by a judicial decision. At the latter, no 
decision was called for. Other debates 
are under consideration, 

An illustrated lecture by Dr. Grace Had- 
ley Beardsley of Goucher College on 
“Rome, Past and Present’, was delivered 
on Friday evening, March 17th. Mrs. 
Beardsley took the position and maintain- 
ed it, that Rome present has a far closer 
relation to classic Rome than it has to the 
intervening ages. Many slides were shown 
to illustrate the great changes that are 
being made under Mussolini to restore 
Rome to her former grandeur. 

On the following evening the Marion- 
ettes gave an excellent rendering of “Lit- 
tle Women” to a capacity house. This 
old but much beloved play gripped the 
audience with its humor and its pathos 
with as much force as in the days of its 
earlier appearance. 

In accordance with established custom, 
the Sunday before the spring vacation 
was made the occasion of a musical ves- 
per in keeping with the season. Selee- 
tions) from the oratorio “Elijah”! were 
given by a choir of about 75 voices, in- 
cluding the glee club, the College choir, 
and the Wade male chorus, and four solo- 
ists from Baltimore. Prof. William R. 
Barnhart made an excellent exposition of 
Klijah in place of the regular speaker. 
In spite of the inclement weather, the 
audience was large. The Hood string or- 
chestra gave a selection before the pro- 
cessional, —J. H. A. 


REFORMED CHURCH HOME FOR THE 
AGED, WYNCOTE, PA. 


Rev. Charles B. Alspach, D.D., Supt. 


The program for our Sunday afternoon 
services for the month of April is as fol- 
lows: April 2, Men’s Bible Class of Mount 
Hermon; April 9, Rev. Arthur Leeming, 
pastor of Glenside Reformed Church; April 
16, our guests will be taken to St. Paul’s 
Church, Ft. Washington, for the Holy 
Communion; April 23, Student W. L. 
Mitchell, supplying St. Peter’s Church, 
Pikeland; April 30, Rev. Jos. M. Twomey, 
ote of Baptist Church, Broad and Berks 

ts. 

On March 30 our guests attended the 
Tea and reception given to “Old Folks” 
by the Wanamaker Store. This was a 
very happy occasion and was largely at- 
tended by those in the various homes. It 
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was a fine change in the daily routine of 
our family. The health of our guests is 


quite good. 


Pastors’ Testimonies about the 
Reformed Churchmen’s League 
Chapter No. 19 


Rev. Dr. H. J. Rohrbaugh, Cleveland, 
Ohio: Personally, I have felt that the or- 
ganization of a chapter supplies the pro- 
gram for a group of men who want to be 
active in the business of their Church, and 
who, for want of an orderly sequence of 
subjects and helps were left to wander 
about aimlessly. The order of the sub- 
jects and the fine aids provide a sustained 
interest in the labors of the Church, and 
the Boards directing, such as has been 
missing before. I tell you our men are en- 
grossed in the forum which these topies 
indicate. 

Chapter No. 47 

Rev. Paul T. Stonesifer, Mount Pleasant, 

Pa,: The men of the two Churches of this 


CHURCH 


charge unite in the work of the Chureh- 
men’s League. I value it because: 

1. It provides an organization, hitherto 
lacking, to bring the men of the charge 
together; 

2. It presents an opportunity for the 
members to discuss fully and frankly vital 
issues in Church and community; 

3. Its privileges are especially used by 
the younger men, linking them more elose- 
ly to the Church and utilizing their fine 
energies; 

4. It presents opportunities for helpful 
service to the men and enlists their co- 
operation in genuine Kingdom service. 

Why not organize a chapter in YOUR 
Church? 


A FINE TESTIMONY 


Daniel E. Long, now 81 years 
young, member of Stoyestown, Pa., 
Church, says: “I have been a reader of 
our ‘Messenger’ for 70 years and feel that 
IT cannot be without it. I was a Church 
officer for 50 years, having been elected 
to deaconship at the age of 25 and serv- 
ing in that position for 17 years; at 42 


Mr. 
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I was elected elder and served in that 
capacity for 33 consecutive years. It was 
with great eagerness that I looked for- 
ward to the issues of our ‘Messenger’ 
which gave numerous reasons for Chureh 
attendance in the ‘Symposium: Why Do 
I Go to Church.’ The sentiments express- 
ed there have been mine for years and I 
have grown to love my Church more dear- 
ly each year. Many latent memories are 
recalled in these late years how I would 
go with my parents to Church and how 
they taught us that God’s blessings rest 
upon those who fellowship with Him in 
His Sanctuary. I am now rounding out 
my eighth decade of Church attendance, 
having passed the three-quarter century 
mark in regular attendance since I start- 
ed in my early years beyond reeall. I 
go to Church not only because I feel it 
my duty but because I love God and His 
Sanctuary and I can truly repeat from 
the depths of my heart, ‘I love Thy 
Chureh, O God.’ It has been a growing 
revelation to me that if we harbor love 
for God in our heart we will be regular 
and punctual in our attendance upon the 
services of His House.” 
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Juntor Sermon 


By the Rev. Thomas Wilson Dickert, D.D. 


THE THREE CROSSES 


Text, John 19:17, 18: “They took Jesus 
therefore: and he went out, bearing the 
cross for himself, unto the place called the 
place of a skull, which is called in Hebrew 
Golgotha: where they crucified him, and 
with him two others, on either side one, 
and Jesus in the midst.” 


The darkest and saddest day of the 
year is Good Friday, the day on which 


Jesus was crucified. This seems to be in 
harmony with the adage which says: “The 
darkest hour is just before dawn.” The 
glorious dawn of Easter followed the gloom 
of Good Friday, with its terrible tragedy 
on Calvary. 

The story of Good Friday, as recorded 
in all of the Gospels, begins with the visit 
to the Garden of Gethsemane. Jesus took 
with Him the eleven disciples, Judas hav- 
ing gone to arrange with the chief priests 
and the Pharisees for His betrayal. Soon 
after entering the garden, Jesus said to 
His disciples, “Sit ye here, while I go 
yonder and pray.” And He took with Him 
Peter and James and John. He began 
to be sorrowful and sore troubled, and He 
said to them, “My soul is exceeding sor- 


THE MIRACLE OF SPRING Fr 


The fool has said, “there is no 
God,” 
Who made this world of ours, 
But that a simple primal law 
Explains the trees and flow’rs, 


And birds and beasts and creep- 
ing things, 
The sea, the mountains high, 
And fishes, too, and man himself, 
The starry azure sky. 


But just today, upon a tree 
That had before seemed dead, 

I saw a vivid shoot of green 
Had reared its tiny head. 


The birds that shunned the win- 
ter snows, 
And fled to warmer clime, 
In praise to God sing ’round my 
door, 
Their welcome to Springtime. 


The cattle, too, ’till now content, 
Are restless in the stall, 

As they, with lifted eager heads, 
Respond to Springtime’s call. 


A fool, indeed, he who denies 
God’s hands these wonders 
bring, 
When all about us may be seen 
His miracle of Spring. 
—W. Walter Esmer. 


“Graycroft”, 
Boonsboro, Md. 


rowful, even unto death: abide ye here 
and watch with Me.” 

And He went forward a little, and fell 
on His face, and prayed, saying, “My 
Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass 
away from me: nevertheless, not as I will, 
but as thou wilt.” He came to look at His 
disciples, and found them sleeping. He 
said to Peter, “What, could ye not wateh 
with me one hour?” A second and a third 
time He went by Himself and prayed, but 
each time He ended by saying, “Thy will 
be done.” St. Luke, the beloved physician, 
tells us: “And being in an agony He 
prayed more earnestly; and His sweat be- 
came as it were great drops of blood fall- 
ing down upon the ground.” It is he 
also who gives us the information that an 


THE DAWN OF SPRING 
The dawn of Spring 
Hears Nature sing 
Her melodies so sweet; 
A picture then 
O’er hill and fen 
She etches quite complete. 


Spring chases gloom 

By spreading bloom— 

Thus happy makes the way; 
When things are drear, 
Spring scatters cheer 

With zephyrs come to play. 


Glad is the way 

In ev’ry day 

When Springtime comes to reign, 
And covers hills 

With daffodils— _ 

And Winter’s gone again. 


In lovely sheen 

Our God is seen 

In mystery profound, 

We know that He 

In all we see 

With glory doth abound. 
é —Harry Troupe Brewer. 
Hagerstown, Md. 
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angel from heaven appeared unto Jesus, 
strengthening Him. 

Jesus knew what was going to happen 
to Him, for He said to Peter and James 
and John: “Arise, let us be going: behold, 
he that betrayeth me is at hand.” While 
He was yet speaking, a multitude ap- 
proached headed by Judas, who knew 
Jesus’ place of prayer. And he drew near 
to Jesus to kiss Him, for he had given 
them a token, saying, ‘““‘Whomsoever I shall 
kiss, that is He, take Him, and lead Him 
away safely.” But Jesus said to him, 
“Judas, betrayest thou the Son of man 
with a kiss?” 

So the band, or cohort, and the chief 
captain, and the officers of the Jews, 
seized Jesus and bound Him, and led Him 
away. They took Him first to Annas, then 
to Caiaphas, the high priest. The men who 
held Jesus, mocked Him and beat Him. 
They blindfolded Him and struck Him in 
the face, saying that He should prophesy 
who it was that struck Him. Then they 
led Him away and delivered Him up to 
Pilate the governor. Pilate was a coward 
and was afraid to displease the Jews. He 
sent Jesus to Herod, who asked Him many 
questions, and he and his soldiers mocked 
Him and sent Him back to Pilate. Jesus 
bore all these insults without murmuring, 
fulfilling the prophecy of Isaiah made long 
before: “He was oppressed, yet when He 
was afflicted He opened not His mouth; as 
a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and as 
a sheep that before its shearers is dumb, 
so He opened not His mouth.” 

Pilate could not find anything in Jesus 
worthy of death and said to the Jews that 
he would chastise Him and release Him. 
But they cried out, “Crucify Him, crucify 
Him.” Pilate again tried to release Him, 
but the Jews cried out, saying, “If thou 
release this man, thou art not Caesar’s 
friend.” Pilate finally delivered Jesus 
unto them to be erucified. 

They took Jesus, therefore, and He 
went out bearing the cross. It is generally 
believed that He broke down with the 
cross, and they compelled Simon of Cyrene, 
coming from the country, to go with them 
that he might bear the cross after Jesus. 
When they arrived at a small hill called 
“The place of a skull’, there they crucified 
Him, and with Him two others, on either 
side one, and Jesus in the midst. 

In the Hebrew this place of crucifixion 
is called “Golgotha”. In the Greek it is 
“Kranion”, which means a skull, so called 
because of its peculiar shape. In the 
Authorized Version, in Luke 23:33, we 
read, “And when they were come to the 
place which is called Calvary, there they 
crucified Him.” But in the American Stan- 
dard Version it is translated: “And when 
they came unto the place which is called 
the skull, there they crucified Him,” but 
in the margin they have a note which 
reads: “Acording to the Latin, Calvary, 
which has the same meaning.” Calvary is 
the name most commonly used in English 
in referring to the place of crucifixion. 

There stood the three crosses on the brow 
of Calvary, and they made a significant and 
impressive sight. They represented in dra- 
matie form the whole story of salvation. 
They were a world in miniature. On the 
central cross hung the Saviour of mankind; 
on the one side was a criminal who, because 
of his attitude toward Jesus, represented the 
lost; on the other side was a criminal who 
by his penitence and faith found salvation 
even at the eleventh hour, and represented 
the saved. Those are the only classes into 
which all mankind may be divided—the 
Saviour, the saved and the lost. There- 
fore those who hung on those three crosses 
represented the whole human race on that 
memorable Good Friday. 


We often hear sermons or read booklets 
on “The Words from the Cross.” But I 
want to remind you that there were words 
from the three crosses, and that is why I 
was able to say what is found above. 
Jesus spake seven times from the cross, 
and all of His words are full of meaning 
and help us to enter more fully into His 


Novel and Inexpensive Gifts or Rewards 


NEW BIBLE ART CUT-OUT 
PUZZLES 


Six different subjects mounted on heavy board and 
cut out in sixty-five pieces. A splendid gift as a re- 
ward for attendance or for memorizing. Also can be 
used as birthday and Christmas gifts. Wach in a box. 

No. 1494—Finding of Moses 

No. 1495—The Selling of Joseph 
No. 1496—David the Shepherd Boy 
No. 1497-—Plijah and the Ravens 
No. 1498—Paul’s Conversion 

No. 1M499—The Prophet Daniel 


Size 11 x 14 Price, 35 cents 


JIG-SAW PUZZLE AND 
GAME 
of the Books of the Bible 


Can be used by all Christian workers. It is 
a good class or group exercise because it 
necessitates activity on the part of the pupils. 


Should be a part of the equipment in every 
Chureh School throughout the land. 


Teaches the pupil the Books of the Bible 
in an interesting and pleasant manner. 


Price, 25 cents each, 


COMBINATION LETTER OPENERS and BOOK MARKS 


80. Design of an open dl. Design of an open 82. Design of an open 
Bible with the shepherd Bible with child in prayer Bible with picture of 
and his sheep at the top at the top and a letter Christ and a few diseiples 
and a letter opener at the opener at the lower half. at the top and a_ letter 
lower half. opener at the bottom. 

Price, 15 cents each. Size 4% inches long. 


BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION OF THE REFORMED CHURCH 
1505 RACE STREET PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


agony and suffering. ing thou art in the same condemnation? 
“We are indebted to St. Luke for the And we indeed justly; for we receive the 
words that came from the other crosses. due reward of our deeds: but this man 
One of the malefactors who were crucified hath done nothing amiss.” He seemed to 
with Jesus railed on Him, saying, “Art recognize the fact that an unusual person 
not Thou the Christ? save Thyself and us.” was hanging on the middle cross: that He 
Dr. James Moffatt uses the word “abused” had done no wrong, but was pure and 
instead of “railed on”. It was a short say- holy. He had received an entirely differ- 
ing, only nine words, and was more of a ent impression of Jesus from that which 
rebuke than a request. It was not even had been made upon the other malefactor. 
a prayer. There was no penitence there; Knowing that they were all doomed to 
no sorrow for sin; no confession. He die, that there was no hope for them in 
merely wanted to use Jesus as a man _ this world, he turned this thoughts toward 
would use a fire-escape. He had no faith the future, and he said: “Jesus, remember 


in Jesus, therefore he received no bless- me when Thou comest in Thy kingdom,” 
ing. Everybody believes that that crimi- His whole speech seems to be full of peni- 
nal went into eternity unsaved. tence and confession. He looked at him- 


Then came a voice from the other cross, self in the light of Jesus. He turned to 
from the other malefactor, who rebuked Jesus in prayer, and asked to be remem- 
the one who had just spoken. He said to bered when He came in His Kingdom. 
him: “Dost thou not even fear God, see- Such a prayer will always be answered, 
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even if it is made in the eleventh hour. 
Jesus said to him, “Verily I say unto 
thee, Today shalt thou be with me in Para- 
dise.” They went into eternity together, 
and Jesus gave him a better answer than 


he desired. The sinner was saved, and 
represents that large number who find 
salvation in Christ. How-much better is 
it, however, to seek Him early, in the days 
of childhood and youth than to put the 


matter off until the eleventh hour. 


Mrs. Mulligan: “Do yez feel better this 
morning, Mrs. O’Toole?” 

Mrs. O’Toole: “I do, an’ then I don’t.” 

Mrs. Mulligan: Thot’s bad, fur it’s hor- 
rud not to know whether to say Oi’m 
sorry or Oi’m glad.” 


‘The Family Altar 


The Rev. Roland L. Rupp 


HELP FOR THE WEEK OF APRIL 3-9 
Memory Verse: “If any man would come 
after Me, let him deny himself, and take 
up his cross, and follow Me.” Mark 8:34. 
Memory Hymn: “The Day of Resurree- 
tion” (184). 
Theme: Jesus Requires Confession and 
Loyalty. 


April 3. Monday—Jesus Requires Confess- 
sion. Mark 8:27-30 


Fascination grips the reader of the gos- 
pels again and again as he notes the 
method of Jesus with His disciples. He 
was always so practical, so virile, so as- 
tute, so resourceful, so refreshing. Noth- 
ing puerile about His method of His mind! 
Concern to get on in His ministry was 
ever upon Him. He must capture minds 
and win hearts. He must achieve definite 
promises with which He can face the fu- 
ture with confidence. What then is more 
natural than this—‘Who do men say that 
T am?” The answer of the disciples must 
have been extremely interesting to Him. 
But that answer was not sufficient—“But 
who say ye that I am?” This was more 
important, more decisive. They must think 
things through for themselves. They must 


arrive at their own conviction. In the 
answer born in their own experience 


would lie the future of His cause—and of 
humanity. It does yet. 

Prayer: Heavenly Father, Thou Who 
art our only salvation, kindle within us 
the saered fires of clear thought, so that 
in the light of those fires we may come 
to a more adequate understanding of the 
significance of the revelation of Thy Son. 
Amen. 


April 4. Tuesday—Jesus Requires Loyalty 
Mark 8:31; 9:1 


parrotry of confession was not 
enough for Jesus. Religion is more deeply 
rooted than verbal confession. It must 
arouse convictions in the believer that are 
creative and redemptive, that furnish him 
with inexorable loyalties for all of life. 
Too much of our religious activity does 
not go beyond lip-service. Loyalty is more 
than confession, more than piety. It is 
the power of God in the heart. It is the 
convietion which can hold the mind in 
thrall. It is the imperious in the will. To 
be a Christian is to obey with a shout of 
joy every command of the Christ, knowing 
that those commands will ask us to face 
lions and wrestle with principalities and 
powers. It will lead us to identify our 
whole life with the cause of Christ, to 
transform all our thoughts and ambitions 
to His will, cost what it may. 

Prayer: Eternal God, help us to live 
more creatively. There is too much drab- 
ness and mediocrity in us. Too many half- 
gods have become our tyrants. Come, and 
set us free by Thy spirit so that in utter 
loyalty to Jesus we may taste the joy of 
conquest and of life eternal. Amen. 


The 


April 5. Wednesday—The Baptist’s Con- 
fession. John 3:25-36 

There is nothing much more inspiring 
in the Bible or in literature than the re- 
lationship between Jesus and John the 
Baptist. All the powers of that fitful age 
could not mar the beauty of that rela- 
tionship. Jesus is in the carpenter shop 
when the news of the challenging min- 
istry of John at the Jordan reaches Him. 
He commits the work of the shop to His 
brothers and goes to John for baptism. 
But John points his own followers to 
Jesus significantly, “Behold the Lamb of 
God!” After the temptation, for fear of 
detracting from the work of John, Jesus 
holds His own work in abeyance until 
John is clapped in prison. Then boldly 
He assumes the work laid down by His 
former master and earries it forward. On 
both sides we see here a humility, an un- 


selfishness, a loyalty for the lack of which - 


most of the high places in the world to- 
day are smitten with spiritual poverty. 

Prayer: From all pride which works 
selfishness, from all jealousy of heart, 
from all meanness of spirit, O God, de- 
liver us. Draw aside the curtains of our 
sin so that we may see the glory of Thy 
face and find the inspiration which will 
lift us to a new life. Amen. 


April 6. Thursday—Paul’s Loyalty 
Acts 20:17-27 


“But I hold not my life of any account 
as dear unto myself, so that I may ac- 
complish my course, and the ministry 
which I received from the Lord Jesus, 
to testify the gospel of the grace of God.” 
What magnificence of soul the veteran 
Paul here reveals! And this magnificence 
is not one of word but of deed. He who 
has read the Acts of the Apostles knows 
the deeds of Paul. His devotion, his hero- 
ism, his sacrifices—are unforgetable. Fel- 
low ministers, fellow believers everywhere, 
if we gave ourselves to our ministry and 
work with the abandon of Paul we would 
soon have a vew Church and a new 
world, for such abandon and loyalty and 
character always makes one irresistible. 
When I reflect upon the passion of a Paul 
or a Kagawa, I feel like an insect in com- 
parison and in humiliation I ery out, 
“What must Jesus think of me as a co- 
worker with Him and with them?” 

Prayer: “Oh God and Father, we reach 
up unto Thee for those instruments of 
the Spirit with which alone we ean achieve 
success in Thy service. For pureness of 
heart, for clarity of mind, for strength of 
will, we ery out. Hear us, good Lord, 
hear us and grant us Thy peace and power. 
Amen. 


April 7. Friday—Friendship with Jesus 
John 15:1-15 


What greater privilege does man have 
than to be a friend of Jesus? No greater 
privilege than that can come to any man, 
We have this greatest of all privile 
you and I. We should carry that privilege 
to every member of the human family. 
And what a friend Jesus is! “Even as the 
Father hath loved Me, so have I loved 
you.” Do we return the friendship? Do 
we know Jesus as a friend? How well? 
How far do we travel and climb to know 
Him well? It is not so easy to be a friend 
of Jesus—“Ye are My friends if ye do 
whatsoever I command you.” And yet it 
is given unto us to know Him, to know 
Him well, better than any other per- 
sonality. He is closer to us, He desires 
our friendship more, He takes the initia- 
tive more frequently, He is willing to for- 
get and to forgive more than anyone else 
we know. Open the door of your life now 


THE PASTOR SAYS | 


A true “ad” for many movies would 
be: “A vapid picture for vacuum 
minds.” 


—Now and Then. 


—open it wide—and welcome the great- 
est of all friends. He is at the door. 
Prayer: Thou Who art the way, the 
truth, and the life, Thou Light of the 
world, meet with us on the way of life. 
Talk to us until “our hearts burn within 
us.” Master, we would fain follow Thee 
withersoever Thou goest. Amen. 


April 8. Saturday—The Final Reward 
Revelation 7:9-17 

What is the final reward? What is the 
ultimate compensation for the struggle in 
behalf of truth and the divine will? §So 
men have asked through the ages. So 
multitudes still ask—in wistful yearning 
and in sneers. Some satisfactory answer 
ought to be forthcoming. The writer of 
today’s scripture has an answer. It is a 
magnificent answer, given in beautiful 
poetry and symbolism. Those who have 
been loyal through tribulation and storm 
and sacrifice, they are round about the 
eternal throne, in white raiment, praising 
the Eternal forever and ever. It is a pic- 
ture of awe and joy unspeakable. So, of 
course, it must be. To be loyal to Jesus 
in daily living is to be loyal to the best 
and highest we know. That brings to life 
its greatest zest and glory. To penetrate 
His mind, if it is only for a moment, to 
walk with Him, if it is only for a step— 
is to taste eternal reward. 
Prayer: 

“Jesus, I my cross have taken, 

All to leave and follow Thee; 
Destitute, despised, forsaken, 
Thou from hence my all shalt be.” 
Amen. 


April 9. Sunday—The Supreme Loyalty 


Romans 8:31-39 


When one takes time along the way of 
life at frequent intervals for spiritual 
orientation, one is amazed at the evidence 
of the infinite love of God. Storms, afflic- 
tions, defeat, death—they all overtake us 
sooner or later. They are a part of this 
order. They cannot be escaped. But what 
of it? Through it all the love of God is 
shining like the sun. To live a clean life, 
to live unselfishly before man, to smile 
when others sneer, to keep your courage 
in the face of some of life’s terrifie dis- 
appointments—this is difficult. Only one 
thing I know is more difficult—to resist 
the redemptive love of God as revealed in 
Jesus and in life. He who gave love to 
my parents, devotion to my wife, faith to 
my friends, vision and wisdom to the seers 
—who shall separate me from Him? The 
angels won’t and the devils can’t. 


Prayer: When temptations press, storms 
roar, affliction weakens, or selfish ambi- 
tion assails, O Eternal God, Who art like 
Jesas in sympathy and understanding, pro- 
tect and strengthen us. Cause Thy truth 
and love to envelop humanity. May Thy 
Kingdom come, and Thy will be done. 
Amen, 


“Do you remember when we met in the 
revolving door?” 

‘Goodness, yes! That was when we 
started going around together, wasn’t it?” 


rie. 


Home Education 


“The Child’s First School is the Family” ; 


—Froebel 


METHODIST - COOKIES 
Esther Hull Doolittle 


The swinging door between the Hastings’ 
living-room and kitchen blew gently back 
and forth in the fresh breeze from the 
open window. ; 

“M-m, m-m, what’s that delicious sme. 
queried Cousin Belle, dust-cloth held a 
and sniffing delightedly. 

“Oh, that’s only the Methodist 00 
laughed Mrs. Hastings. “You see, 


. 
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earns her own spending money by cooky 
baking,” she explained. 

“How long has this been going on, might 
one inquire?” Cousin Belle tip-toed to the 
kitchen door. 

“About a year, I guess. 
little when she started.” 

Cousin Belle held the door open and 
peeked out. A big pink apron (Carol in- 
side) moved quickly from range to table 
and back. Carol’s short yellow curls were 
pinned close to her head and her face was 
flushed and happy as she deftly slid crisp, 
wafer-thin ginger cookies from a baking 
sheet onto waxed paper. 

“QO. Cousin Belle, come and taste these 
lovely cookies. This makes three hundred. 
I’ve got three hundred more to make for 
the Methodist ladies’ party, then I’ll have 
three dollars all my very own! Of course 
I have to pay for the flour and other 
things, but that won’t be much, and next 
Saturday I have another order for three 
hundred more for Aunt Alice’s bridge 
club.” 


“M-m,” mumbled Cousin Bell, her mouth 
full, “they certainly are good, but what- 
ever are you going to do with all that 
money I’d like to know.” 

“O, I put half of it in the bank and the 
rest I use for spending and Sunday School, 
usually.” 


“She has saved twenty-five dollars on 
her cookies, Belle,’ smiled Mrs. Hastings 
after Carol had washed up the baking 
things and gone out to play. “It’s been a 
wonderful help since Jim’s salary was cut. 
You see, she needed spending money and 
“we simply couldn’t give it to her. One 
day when we were making cookies she had 
the happy thought that possibly she might 
be able to sell them. She’s so skillful that 
now she turns them out quickly, fifty at 
a time, and there’s seldom a week goes by 
that she doesn’t make one or two dollars. 
It buys camera films—her pet extravagance 
—and allows her to go to the movies now 
and then.” 


“That’s interesting, and it teaches her 
the value of money and a respect for labor 


Carol was quite 
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in the best possible way,’ said Cousin 
Belle, searching hurriedly in her hand-bag 
for a tiny pad and pencil. “I suppose other 
perfectly respectable ladies besides Metho- 
dist ones might like those cookies,” she 
hazarded. “Do tell me how they’re made.” 

“QO, it’s simple as A B OC,” laughed Mrs. 
Hastings, “you just mix a cup of sugar and 
one of shortening and one of molasses to- 
gether. Then you add a small tablespoon 
of soda dissolved in a _ tablespoon of 
vinegar, a teaspoon of cinnamon, a small 
tablespoon of ginger, a little salt, flour 
enough to roll out very thin and presto! 
there are your Methodist cookies—all done 
but baking in a hot oven.” 

Cousin Belle laughed. “Well, I haven’t 
any Methodist ladies to try them on, but 
Ill try them on George as soon as I get 
home next week.” 


“Tt seems amazing that we stumbled on 
through centuries of education without a 
definite program for the crucial early years. 
It is of course now accepted among those 
who have studied the matter that the 
modern kindergarten is necessary and ir- 
replaceable.’—Charles F. Wishart, Presi- 
dent, The College of Wooster, Wooster, O. 

In the kindergarten right habits of 
thought and action are formed. If there is 
no kindergarten in your school, write the 
National Kindergarten Association, 8 W. 
Fortieth Street, New York City. 


Birthday Greetings 


By Allient De Chant Seltzer 


For many years my father was president 
of the Board of our Hoffman Orphanage, 
Littlestown, Pennsylvania, and how he 
loved those children! They loved hin, 
too, for when I could go with him to the 
meetings, it was a joy to see them greet 
him and call his name. They’d take tight 
hold of his hands, too, and more than once 
they even clung to his coat-tails! A host 
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of friends sent flowers to warm his grave 
and make it beauteous and fragrant. But 


some of the tributes were not there, for 
the Log House was full of flowers. And 
a dear friend of ours and of the orphans, 
wrote this in her note to us: “What I 
would have spent for flowers for your 
father, I am sending to the Hoffman 
Orphanage in his memory.” My father 
would have liked that. He does like it, 
for even though his frail body lies buried 
beneath a sheltering tree and under a ¢ar- 
pet of flowers, yet his spirit abides and 
rejoices in every good that folks do to 
make those who have no father and no 
mother, happy. Perhaps someone we Birth- 


day Club boys and girls know, would like 
to do as our friend did, some time, some 
day—send a gift to the living in memory 
of a loved one who has died. 


Puzzle 


Box 


ANSWER TO — DOUBLE-TIED WORD 
CUBE, No. 37 


MOORS &E 
OTC haea en 
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HIDDEN WORD PUZZLE IN RHYME, 
No. 31 

My first is in jolly but not in sad, 

My second’s in merry but not in glad. 
My third is in rivers but not in pool, 
My fourth is in students but not in school. 
My fifth is in feasting but not in meat, 
My sixth is in mansions but not in street. 
My seventh’s in flowers but not in hawk, 
My eighth is in leaping but not in walk, 
My ninth is in smiling but not in talk. 


My whole is a city in Palestine. 
A. M. 5. 


INSTALLATION OF THE REV. FRANK 
A. ROSENBERGER 


The installation of the Rev. Frank A. 
Rosenberger as pastor of Faith Church, 
Baltimore, took place on Sunday morning, 
March 5th. That the people regarded it 
a great occasion was apparent from the 
beautiful flowers and plants which adorn- 
ed the chancel and altar, the special music 
by the organist and choir, the filled pews 
and gallery, the earnest responses, the 
hearty singing and close attention. Dr. 
A. S. Weber preached the sermon, tak- 
ing as his text, IL Corinthians 4:5. It 
was the word of a distinguished veteran 
graciously spoken to a young minister. The 
members of the committee of the Balti- 
more-Washington Classis who officiated 
were the Rev. Dr. A. S. Weber, the Rev. 
F. W. Bald, and Elder Dr. Otto Schmidt. 

On Monday evening following, there was 
a great gathering of happy people, includ- 
ing many of the Reformed ministers and 
their wives, to welcome the new minister 
and his wife. 

Dr. Weber presided as toastmaster. He 
was the first pastor of Faith Church and 
served 36 years. During vacancies he sup- 
plied the pulpit. He officiated at the in- 
stallation of his three successors. The 
people, both old and young, hold him in 
high esteem. At this meeting some one 
remarked that the Doctor must have tak- 
en an elixir of youth, because his vigor 
was so great and his wit so keen. In 
introducing the new minister and his wife 
he called them “a rainbow of promise” and 
declared that the successful progress of 
the congregation would be secure with 
their leadership. The Rev. Mr. Rosen- 
berger’s reply made every one feel that 
this hopefulness was justified. 


The Rev. Dr. J. L. Barnhart tendered 
the greetings of the Reformed Ministers’ 


Association of the City. The Rev. Dr. 
L. E. Coblentz had been asked to speak, 
but was unable to be present. However, 
he sent his daughter, Miss Eleanor, who 
was a very acceptable substitute. A de- 
lightful musical program was rendered, 
and refreshments were served. The splen- 
did arrangements for this reception were 
made by Dr. Otto Schmidt, an active Elder 
of Faith Reformed Church. —F.W.B. 


BETHANY ORPHANS’ HOME 
Rev. Henry E. Gebhard, Supt. 


The older Bethany children held a very 
interesting St. Patrick’s day party on Sat- 
urday evening, Mar. 18. The decorations, 
games, and eats were enjoyed by all. 

On Thursday evening, Mar. 16, a Board 
of Review was conducted in the school 
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house, when 12 of our boy scouts took the 
examinations for second class scouts. The 
boys are showing much interest in the 
troop, which is being conducted by the 
Robesonia and Sinking Spring Churches. 


On Sunday a hymn was announced, but 
our song books are so poor that the pianist 
had to look through six books before she 
could find a book that contained that 
hymn. We have picked a new song book, 
“Christian Hymns and Songs.” One hun- 
dred books, which will be sufficient, will 
cost $25. We hope some way can be found 
to purchase them within the next month. 

With the depression the number of see- 
ond hand dresses and coats received, has 
greatly decreased. If this condition con- 
tinues we shall soon find it necessary to 
purchase garments for our older girls who 
wear adult sizes. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 
Prof. Theo. F. Herman, D.D., Lancaster, Pa. 


Palm Sunday, April 9, 1933 
Jesus Requires Confession and Loyalty 
Mark 8:27-38 
Golden Text: If any man would come 

after Me, let him deny himself, and take 
up his cross, and follow Me. Mark 8:34. 
Lesson Outline: 1. Confession. 2. Com- 
mission. 3. Consecration. 
Our lesson takes us to Caesarea Philippi 
at the time when the career of Jesus came 


to a erisis. His relations to the religious 
leaders of the nation were near the break- 
ing point. Even the common people were 
losing their early enthusiasm. It became 
evident to Jesus that His great Galilean 
ministry was practically at its end. 

The road that Christ must travel now, in 
fulfilling His divine mission, led to Geth- 
semane and to Calvary. Nor did He shrink 
from the via dolorosa. Without faltering 
or fear Jesus faced the ultimate sacrifice 
that was made inevitable by His love. 

We find that, now, the Master made sey- 
eral unmistakable allusions to His impend- 
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ing death. His public ministries, from 
this time on, were few. And His further 
teaching was confined to the inner circle 
of His disciples. He was teaching and 
training them to carry on His ministry, 
after His death. Training them, and, at the 
same time, testing their fitness to become 
the ambassadors of the Kingdom of 
Heaven. 

And fitness for that task, then or now, 
requires just two things, viz., Confession 
and Loyalty. } 

IT. Confession. Jesus was not solicitous 
about the opinions of men. The fickle en- 
thusiasm of the crowd did not flatter or 
deceive Him. The venomous hatred of the 
scribes did not frighten or deter Him. He 
had within His Spirit the confident ap- 
proval of God. That was sufficient. It 
stamped His message and His ministry 
with the seal of reality and eternity. Men 
might be against Him, but God was with 
Him. And with God failure is impossible. 

Yet, while Jesus cared nothing for popu- 
larity, He yearned for disciples. He sought 
recruits for God’s Kingdom. And mem- 
bership in that divine Kingdom was con- 
ditioned upon men’s humble acceptance of 
Christ as Saviour and Lord. Hence the 
eager question, addressed to His follow- 
ers, “Who do men say that I am?” 

Their reply is very significant. It shows 
that, even then, at the very beginning 
of Christianity, men were puzzled and per- 
plexed by the towering personality of its 
founder. They felt instinctively that 
Christ was unlike any other man they 
knew, both in what He said and in what 
He did. And, most of all, in what He was in 
His character and conduct. But they could 
not fathom His secret. Their answers were 
mere guesses at the truth—John the Bap- 
tist, Elijah, One of the prophets. 

So it has been through the ages until 
now. The question will not down: Who is 
this unparalleled personality? So poor and 
yet so powerful, so unresisting and so ir- 
resistible, so humble and lowly and yet 
so helpful and holy that men saw God 
Himself in that face and form. The per- 
son of Jesus Christ is the greatest, the 
most arresting fact in human history. He 
has laid His spell, ever anew, upon each 
succeeding century. Men call the nine- 
teenth century an age of skeptical doubt 
and denial, but it manifested an extra- 
ordinary interest in Jesus Christ. It pro- 
duced more books about Him than any 
other age. 

When we examine the answers of men 
to the question of Christ, we find that they 
are many and various. But few, if any, 
are trivial or unworthy. Jew and Gentile, 
Greek philosophers and Roman theologians, 
medieval monks and mystics .and modern 
scholars have pondered the problem. And 
the titles they have given to Jesus are so 
many exalted tributes to His majesty. The 
theological honors they have ascribed to 
Him are the crowns placed upon His head 
by men whom He has redeemed and trans- 
formed. They are our tributes to the ma- 
jesty of Christ, but also to the perpetual 
mystery of His unique personality. They 
may describe Him, but they do not ade- 
quately define Him. 


Thus men called Jesus the Baptist, Eli- 
jah, a prophet, for His ministry resembled 
theirs. These titles were apt descriptions 
of the Master, but they failed utterly to 
express that which was distinctive and 
unique in His life and work. 

Then Jesus asked the disciples for their 
personal convictions, “But who say ye that 
Iam?” These Twelve were His most inti- 
mate companions. Did they, too, share 
the popular confusion and uncertainty? 
Or had they a better knowledge of Him, 
a deeper appreciation of His redemptive 
ministry? It was Peter who gave the an- 
swer. Acting with His accustomed im- 
petuosity, He cried out, “Thou art the 
Christ.” It was a noble answer, clean 
and decisive. It was the acknowledgment 
that Jesus was truly the Messiah. Not 
another forerunner, sent to prepare the 
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way, but God’s Anointed Himself, sent to 
establish His sovereignty and set up His 
Kingdom. 

Jesus accepted the great confession of 
the ardent Peter, bestowing warm praise 
upon him (Matthew 16:17). Doubtless, it 
meant much to the Master at that critical 
time of sifting, when many were falling 
away. These loyal friends, at least, under- 
stood Him. Even they had still much to 
learn, but their spiritual apprehension of 
Jesus, as the true Messiah, was sufficient 
to form a new Brotherhood, the nucleus 
of the Christian Church. 

Therefore the Lord said. “Thou art Peter, 
and upon this rock I will build my Church, 
and the gates of Hades shall not prevail 
against it” (Matthew 16:18). That rock 
was Peter the Confessor; not Peter the 
man, nor the Roman popes who claim to 
be his lineal successors. Faith in Jesus 
Christ is, indeed, the only foundation of 
the Church. It explains its origin and its 
continuous growth through the past cen- 
turies. And it conditions its future exist- 
ence, as an effective institution for the 
promotion of God’s Kingdom. 

And well might Jesus say to Peter, 
“Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona, for 
flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto 
thee, but My Father which is in heaven” 
(Matthew 16:17). The eye of flesh saw 
merely a man whose fortune was waning, 
and whose fate was sealed. No one, rea- 
soning from material premises and measur- 
ing greatness by worldly standards, could 
have arrived at Peter’s conclusion. Only 
the eye of faith could see in Jesus the 
promised Messiah. It required spiritual 
perception to see in this friendless Gali- 
lean God’s Anointed One, sent for the 
salvation of the world. 


Nor is it otherwise today. Spiritual 
knowledge still has its own organ. And 
that organ is not the head, but the heart. 
The pure in heart shall see God. It is 
sin that blinds our yision of God, our 
vision of His majesty in nature and of 
His merey in Christ. We deceive our- 
selves if we imagine that intellectual diffi- 
culties and mental problems prevent our 
confession of Christ as Saviour and Lord. 
The tap-roots of doubt and denial are 
moral, not mental. It takes a good man, 
not necessarily a learned one, to share 
Peter’s verdict of Christ. It takes a man 
who hates sin and who eagerly aspires 
after righteousness to see that God was 
in Christ, reconciling the world unto Him- 
self. 

II. Commission. Matthew reports one 
significant feature of our lesson which 
Mark omits (Matthew 16:19). There, after 
Peter’s confession, Christ entrusts him 
with a solemn commission, “I will give 
unto thee the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on 
earth shall be bound in heaven: and what- 
soever thou shalt loose on earth shall be 
loosed in heaven.” Thus these first con- 
fessors of Christ were to wield the keys 
of the Kingdom, They and all their spir- 
itual heirs and successors. Christ, as it 
were, placed them in charge of the gate 
of His spiritual commonwealth, with power 
to lock or open the portals. 


These great words of Jesus have been 
travestied by proud ecclesiastics. By their 
abuse, heretical saints have been barred 
from heaven, and orthodox sinners have 
been canonized. But the words of the 
Master enshrine a deep truth. There is, 
indeed, a key of destiny. It is not in the 
hands of popes and prelates. It is wielded 
by all who proclaim the gospel of Christ 
in simplicity and sincerity. It is His 
truth that sets men free. When men re- 
ceive the gospel, they are loosed from the 
bondage of sin and from the bonds of 
death. If they wilfully reject it, they re- 
main in their bondage. 
of Christ exercises her spiritual authority 
over men. Not by force, but by fidelity 
to the truth that Christ has revealed. 


III. Consecration. Peter had voiced a 


noble creed. Was he ready to translateone of great decision for Christ. 1 
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Thus the Church - 
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it into heroic deed? Jesus knew His ardent 
friend well, his impetuous devotion and 
his blundering limitation. He proceeded, 
now, to teach Peter and the others a dif- 
fficult lesson, the hardest of all that the 
disciples of the Christ must learn. Even 
the meaning of the cross. 

That cross symbolized and summarized 
the entire life of Jesus. It was a divine 
necessity for the Master as well as for His 
followers, because it was the cost of sacri- 
ficial and redemptive love in a sinful world. 
Jesus had already tasted repudiation and 
persecution, and now the shadow of death 
fell upon His path. The Twelve must be 
prepared for similar experiences. So now 
“He began to teach them, that the Son of 
man must suffer many things, and be re- 
jected by the elders, and the chief priests, 
and the scribes, and be killed, and after 
three days rise again.” Hitherto, it ap- 
pears, He had said but little about that 
aspect of His ministry. But now “He spake 
the saying openly.” 

Peter was totally unprepared for that 
difficult lesson, and quite unable to under- 
stand it. He understood full well that 
Jesus was the Messiah. But that, to the 
Jewish Peter, meant power and glory, con- 
quest and coronation. That the true Mes- 
siah, God’s representative on earth, must 
needs suffer and die, seemed preposterous 
and incredible to the ardent confessor. 
“And he took Jesus and rebuked Him.” 

Swift and severe were the Master’s re- 
ply to this blind remonstrance. “Get thee 
behind Me, Satan,” He said, for blunder- 
ing Peter, unwittingly, was playing the 
role of the tempter. Like Satan, in the 
story of the temptation, he was luring the 
Master from the path of the Saviour to 
the paths trodden by men. “Thou mindest 
not the things of God, but the things of 
men,” said Jesus in His rebuke. What are 
“the things of men” which Peter so blind- 
ly coveted for the Messiah, and which he 
so confidently expected to share with Him? 
Their common denominator is selfishness, | 
and self-aggrandisement. But “the things ~ 
of God” are a love that counts no cost and 
spares no sacrifice in order to save men 
from sin. “If any man would come after 
Me, let him deny himself, and take up his 
cross, and follow Me.” Thus Jesus con- 
cluded His teaching of the Twelve on that 
memorable occasion. 

His demand remains forever true and 
binding. Disciples of Jesus must confess 
that He is the Christ. But confession is 
not enough. Without consecration that 
confession is meaningless to men and pow- 
erless. Not the logic of our creeds, but the 
loyalty of our lives will convince men that — : 
Jesus is, indeed, God’s Anointed. And loy- “ o i 
alty to Him means loyalty to a love that 
never sought its own. It means devotion } 
and consecration to the cause of Christ, 
whose cost is service and sacrifice. 

Surely, Peter was not the last of the 
disciples to realize the difficulty of master- 
ing that greatest of all the teachings of 
Jesus. Yet only as we learn it shall we 
find the way that leads to Christian man- — 
hood and to life eternal, for “whosoever 
would save his life, shall lose it; and who- — 
soever shall lose his life for My sake and _ 
the gospel’s shall save it.” And only as 
we live that truth and, thus, teach it to 
others, shall we promote God’s Kingdom 
among men. 


THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC 
By the Rev. Charles E. Schaeffer, D.D. 


April 9th—What Deciding for Christ 
Means 
Matt. 16:24, 25 
On Palm Sunday, which we are celebrat- 
ing today, thousands of young people are 
dedicating their lives to Christ and are 
being received into the fellowship of 
Christian Church. It is a very beaut 
and significant custom which is o 
in many of our Churehes to make t is d 
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first Palm Sunday when Jesus entered in 
lowly pomp into the city of Jerusalem, 
when the multitudes hailed Him with 
psalms and palms, was-a day of decision 
and of destiny. It was a day of triumph 
for Jesus and of testing for the people. 
Twice they made their decisions that day. 
Once, when they followed Jesus with glad 
acclaim and hailed Him as King, and then 
again when later in the day they rejected 
Him and left Him alone to His fate. No 
other day in the life of Jesus witnessed 
such extreme attitudes on the part of peo- 
ple towards Him. At once they were ready 
to crown Him and also to crucify Him. 
They accepted Him and rejected Him. 
The Palm Sunday multitude is typical of 
the extremes to which folks will go in 
their relation to Jesus Christ. Making a 
decision is always a very serious matter. 
But we are constantly making decisions in 
life. We do not simply drift and dream 
through life, but we plan our lives, we 
decide upon a certain course and then we 
try to follow that. It is almost impossible 
to be neutral on any great issue. We have 
to come to a decision; we must reach a 
verdict. We experience this every day of 
our lives. 

Now, deciding for Christ means that we 
take our stand with Him. We come out 
on His side, we accept Him as our Lord 
and Saviour, and we enter into His plan 
and purpose. This we must do consciously 
and con’scientiously. We must do it delib- 
erately. It involves choice on our part. 
“Choose you this day whom ye will serve.” 
It involves an act of the will. There are 
those who hesitate to make this decision 
because they say they do not know 
enough, they do not understand the phil- 
osophy of the Christian religion, they do 
not know enough of the Bible. But de- 
eiding for Christ is not a matter of the 
intellect. It is not a matter of more or less 
knowledge, although a knowledge of God 
and of Jesus Christ, and of divine reali- 
ties is very desirable. But it is not neces- 
sary to know everything before one casts 
his or her lot with Christ. Most of the 
things that we need to know will be re- 
vealed to us after we have made the de- 
cision. One cannot learn the things he 
ought to know by remaining outside the 
fellowship. It is only by entering that the 
intimate things of that fellowship become 
known. 


There are others who say that they do 
not feel like making such a decision. But 
deciding for Christ is not a matter of the 
feelings. There are many things in life 
which we do, even though we do not feel 
like doing them. But by doing them we 
gradually come to enjoy doing them. Folks 
say that they must first have an experi- 
ence in their lives before they could make 
the great decision for Christ. But experi- 
ence is not the first thing, it is the last 
thing. We get the experience after we 
have made the decision and not before. 
Experience does not lead to faith, but 
faith begets experience. We must first act 
on faith and then experience will follow. 


There are others who hesitate to decide 
for Christ because they say they are 
afraid they can’t hold out, they may fall 
back again. But how can a person know 
that he can’t hold out before he has made 
the decision? The sin liesnot inthe fear of 
lapsing back, but in the failure to take 
the initial step. Even if a person does 
fall back the sin lies in not trying to get 
up again. If you fall a thousand times 
get up again and again and at last you 
may be able to stand. 

Deciding for Christ is, therefore, a mat- 
ter of the will. It is a resolution carried 
into action. The prodigal said, “I will 
arise and go to my father”—and to his 
father he came. All that a person needs 
to do is to come to grips with himself 
and to say to himself, “I will accept 
Christ.” This is the first step. But this 
first step must be taken by the individual 
himself. Others cannot take it for him. 
No one can decide this great issue by 
proxy. It is a personal, and individual 
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affair. Influences can be brought to bear 
upon the person, but the decision itself 
must be made by an act of his own will. 

Now the will can be trained. It can be 
educated, it can be disciplined. It can be 
so moved and moulded that it will accept 
the right and reject the wrong. The sin 
of the world lies in the exercise of a 
wrong will. Folks will to do the wrong 
thing. This makes their acts sins, else 
they are only errors or mistakes. 

Deciding for Christ brings us to the 
great divide in life. Everything depends 
on the choice we make. The young man 
in the parable turned his back upon Jesus 
and went away sorrowful. The eunuch in 
the Acts of the Apostles turned his face 
towards Jesus and went on his way re- 
joicing. And the tragedy of it all is that 
we cannot remain neutral. If we are not 
for Christ we are against Him; if we do 
not gather with Him, we scatter. We 
must be either for or against Him. 

Hezekiah in the Old Testament said: 
“Now it is in my heart to make a cove- 
nant with the Lord God.” He was a young 
man, only twenty-five years old, when he 
made this great decision. It was in the 
first month of the first year of his reign 
as King of Judah. What a glorious ex- 
ample for other young folks to follow! 
Of him the Book of Kings says that of 
all the men who had gone before or came 
after him, there was none like unto him. 
“Choose you, therefore, this day whom ye 
will serve.” 

“O happy day that fixed my choice 

On Thee, my Saviour and my God! 

Well may this glowing heart rejoice, 

And tell its rapture all abroad.” 


THE SPRING MEETING OF THE 
KENTUCKY CLASSIS 


(At the First Church, Nashville, Tenn., 
Feb, 14-16) 


The opening session and organization of 
the Classis was preceded by a service of 
installation for the pastor-elect of the 
Nashville Charge, Rev. Vincent W. Buch- 
er. The President of the Classis, H. W. 
Haberkamp, of the Belvidere Charge, and 
a former pastor at Nashville, gave the 
opening sermon and charge to the pastor- 
elect. This was followed by another ser- 
mon and charge to the congregation by 
the Rev. W. F. Lahr, of Jeffersonville, 
Ind. Elder Bader assisted with the in- 
stallation. The choir of the local Chureh 
sang Gounod’s “Send Out Thy Light” very 
beautifully. The chancel was quite at- 
tractively decorated with lilies, palms and 
ferns by the courtesy of Mr. and Mrs. 
Thos. McIntyre. A special collection was 
taken for the benefit of the Home for the 
Aged at Upper Sandusky. 

Following the installation, President 
Haberkamp called the meeting to order 
and proceeded with the organization of 
Classis. Elder F. M. Thoni of the local 
congregation extended greetings to the 
visitors and promised them a full measure 
of true Southern hospitality. The Rey. 
F. H. Eversman of Crothersville, Ind., was 
elected president of the Classis for the 
forthcoming year. 

Wednesday morning the Rev. J. W. 
Myers of the Milton Ave. Church, Louis- 
ville, presided over the celebration of the 
Lord’s Supper, the Rev. A. H. Schmeuzer 
of the Salem Church giving a quiet and 
meaningful Communion meditation. The 
remainder of the morning and early after- 
noon was occupied with the reading and 
discussion of the parochial reports. 

Wednesday afternoon a recess was de- 
elared and members of the local congrega- 
tion took the delegates on a tour to the 
points of interest in and about Nashville. 
Old Hickory, now the center of the Du 
Pont rayon and cellophane products, was 
visited. The Hermitage—the home of An- 
drew Jackson, proved to be a considerable 
source of interest. Next the party visited 
the campuses of Nashville’s many educa- 
tional institutions—Ward-Belmont school 
for girls; The Y. M. C. A. Graduate 
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The CMAhittier 
P. Y. F. A., 140 N. 15th Street, Phila. Pa. 
Central Location—Close to Shopping District 
Permanent and transient guests 
are cordially welcomed 
AUDITORIUM BANQUET ROOMS 


Excellent food and service. 


MARY E. LEEDS, Manager 


PULPIT 


ana coor GOWNS 
and EMBROIDERIES 


Pulpit and Lectern Hanging 
Bookmarkers - Custom 
Tailoring for Clergymen 


COX SONS & VINING, Inc. 


~ 131-133 E. 23d St. New York 
Bible Markers 


GHUR GI sees 


STOLES—CHOIR GOWNS—CAPS 
BRASS GOODS-—SILK FLAGS—BANNERS 


WM. LEHMBERG & SONS, Inc. 
138 N. TENTH ST., PHILADEPHIA 


EMBROIDERIES 


FRIENDSHIP WITH GOD 


Life’s Greatest Possibility for those in Childhood—Youth— 


Middle Life—Old Age. Five Illustrations. 
POSSIBILITY OF A NEW LIFE 
GODS’ CALL TO AN OVERCOMING LIFE 


Three good soul winners and builders. Fine gifts for teachers. 
Sample copies 10 cts. each or 3 for 25 cts. 
DR. HOWARD A. TALBOT 

343 N. Broadway De Pere, Wis. 


A Book that says things 


THE IMMORTALS 
WHO THEY ARE 


THE BEATITUDES IN DAYLIGHT 
By Mersene Elon Sloan, Editor, Author, Bible Teacher 


Readers say: Appealing style—Enjoy its re- 
freshing frankness—Fine—Helpful—Hits nail 
on head—Inspired—Instructive—Like it—Many 
good points—Needed now—Of great value— 
Pleasant surprise—Read with much satisfac- 
tion — Wonderful — Your line crackles with 
electricity. 


A REVEALING BOOK 


Strong paper; 274 pages, 5 x 7. 
75 cents, postpaid. 


THE WAY PRESS, Huntsville, Alabama 


School; Peabody Teachers’ College, and 
Vanderbilt University. Time did not al- 
low a visit to Fisk and Meharry Univer- 
sities, prominent Negro institutions. A 
very profitable hour was spent with the 
curator of the Parthenon in the Centen- 
nial Park. Nashville boasts of the only 
exact replica of the Parthenon at Athens. 
Wednesday evening the Classis was served 
a banquet with many of the local con- 
gregation attending. Pep-songs under the 
direction of Miss Ruth Noetzle, several 
humorous readings by Mr. A. C. Shepherd 
and a bass solo by Mr. Walter Gasser con- 
stituted the evening’s entertainment. 


Early Thursday morning the delegates as- 
sembled for the final session. Dr. C. F. 
Kriete led the group in a worship ser- 
vice and spoke of the great measure of 
hope the Church should have, substantiat- 
ing his remarks by examples from his long 
ministry in the Church. The Ladies’ Aid 
Society very generously provided for the 
entertainment of Classis and served meals 
in the Sunday School room. Mrs. Rosa 
Krech proved to be a very efficient hos- 
tess and provider. The officers for the 
coming year are as follows: President, the 
Rev. F. H. Eversman; Vice-President, the 
Rev. H. W. Haberkamp; Corresponding 
Secretary, the Rev. Vincent W. Bucher; 
Treasurer, Mr. Ernest H. Andreas; Stated 
Clerk, the Rev. H. W. Baumer. 

The Milton Avenue Church at Louisville, 
Ky., extended an invitation for the fall 
meeting of Classis. This was accepted 
but no definite time was decided upon. 

Vincent W. Bucher, 


Corresponding Secretary. 
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SOCIALISM AND THE TEACHINGS OF mass action. To fail in this endeavor is to 
JESUS commit the “greatest social sin” of the 
age. Ronald L. Rupp. 
(Continued from Page 2) 
and the implementation necessary for the SOCIALISM AND THE PREACHER 
achievement of those social ideals which 
are given expression by those today who J. Frank Kauffman 
maintain that the gospel of Jesus is essen- In one of Calvin Coolidge’s last inter- 
tially a social gospel. views he was asked the question what he 
Here, it is evident, we are not speaking thought was the trouble with the Church. 
of Marxianism. Marxianism is openly hos- His reply was that he thought that too 


tile. Marxianism believes all religion to 
be an opiate and an instrument of social 
reaction—and so it is in many areas. But 
what is more serious—the ethics of Jesus 
and the ethics of Marxianism are in direct 
conflict. Communism goes on the assump- 
tion that the end justifies the means. Jesus 
rejected that philosophy utterly. That is 
the suicidal philosophy of the centuries, 
governing the world up to the present. The 
determinism and materialism and autocracy 
of Communism are foreign and contrary 
to the teachings and spirit of Jesus. Cer- 
tainly in Russia there is no immediate hope 
for the social ideals of Christianity. 


But the socialism or socialistic philoso- 
phy of certain men on the right in the pres- 
ent day American socialist movement gives 
a different promise than that of Marxian 
socialism. Of this group John Haynes 
Holmes is one of the pioneers. To it be- 
long Reinhold Niebuhr, Kirby Page, Sher- 
wood Eddy, Harry Ward, Paul Douglass. 
They have a right to the appellation 
“Christian Socialists.” There is no doubt 
at all that they have given more careful 
thought to the task of translating the 
Christian program into modern life than 
any other group. Their intellectual and 
spiritual integrity cannot be questioned. 
There is no superior group in America to- 
day. They are the sons of Gladdon and 
Raushenbush of the last generation. They 
are the disciples of Amos and Hosea and 
Micah of the Old Testament. They do not 
despair of the possibility of ushering in 
the revolution of Jesus by spiritual, edu- 
cational and peaceful means. Their pas- 
sion is for a society operating on the 
service instead of on the profit motive, 
on a co-operative instead of on a competi- 
tive method, on a social and not an indi- 
vidual ethic, on an economy based upon 
social planning and not on individual], initia- 
tive purely. These men would reduce vio- 
lence and coercion as methods of social 
policy and instruments of social change 
to the very minimum, believing that in 
this way only can personal values and 
spiritual or soul foree come into their 
rightful place in the building of life and 
civilization. An intelligent and courageous 
society would try to, beyond any doubt, 
give these men a fair opportunity to lift 
the world out of the present spiritual and 
economic mire, would listen to them rev- 
erently and bid its members follow their 
leadership in the achievement of that spir- 
itual revolution which has already taken 
place in their own minds and hearts. For 
our older leaders have failed dismally. The 
time is here for a new leadership, with a 
new light in the eye and a new spirit in 
the heart. 


Here, it is obvious, we have a virile 
social ideology which supplements and 
complements the idealism and gospel of 
Jesus. How to bring the Church behind 
this zeal for social reconstruction so that 
the dynamic and spiritual insight of Jesus 
may be used for the achievement of a 
democratic and just society, and how to 
secure the necessary social-political groups 
for the support of the spiritual and ethical 
program of Jesus, so that both may co- 
operate fully and enthusiastically for the 
achievement of common ends—this seems 
to be the major problem of vital religion 
and effective government in America and 
in the world today. Or as Prof. Jacks 
states it, the greatest problem of the times 
is the creation of a morality adequate to 
the situation which modern democracy and 
science have brought about—a morality of 


many ministers were concerned with 
preaching Socialism rather than Christian- 
ity. The Socialist candidate for President 
of the United States last fall was a dis- 
illusioned minister, Norman Thomas. In 
addressing a group of preachers who sat at 
his feet in a New York City lecture hall, 
he said that he could not answer the meta- 
physical question. He added, “You can” 
or “have.” Whether he turned to Social- 
ism as a religion because he could not an- 
swer the metaphysical question required 
of ministers, only he can tell. My point 
is: Socialism and Christianity do not mix. 

No minister can have two masters. He 
cannot serve God and mammon. Socialism 
aims at a reorganization of society from a 
material standpoint. Christ’s Kingdom is 
not of this world. It is a spiritual King- 
dom. The only concern of the spiritual 
with the material is how it can be trans- 
formed into the spiritual. The material of 
itself cannot glorify the spiritual. Karl 
Marx, the father of Socialism, termed reli- 
gion an opiate of the people. In that ob- 
servation he ridiculed not only Christ but 
all religion. The preacher cannot deify 
Marx and love Christ. They are simply 
mutually exclusive. 

When one looks at Lincoln and sees that 
it was the slave issue that gave him the 
opportunity to become acclaimed one of the 
great men of all history and realizes that 
he built his position upon one of the sim- 
ple principles of Jesus, “A house divided 
against itself cannot stand,” he begins to 
get a faint conception of the power of 
Christ’s message. Great as Lincoln was, 
Jesus stands infinitely higher. “Our 
Father,” “Love thy neighbor as thyself,” 
“Judge not,” “The truth will make you 
free,” “I am come that ye might have life 
and have it more abundantly,” “Father, 
forgive them, for they know not what they 
do”—these sayings transcend all thought 
and words conceived and expressed by 
any other man. The beauty, the greatness, 
and the saving power of Christ’s message 
are supreme. In teaching and living them 
alone the preacher who is true to his vow 
has a service so great that there can be no 
place or time for the message of one who 
has denied Christ. 

The minister who seeks to humanize his 
message with Marxian or Norman Thomas 
vagaries is like unto the foolish man who 
built his house upon the sand. The rock 
upon which the preacher must build are 
the words of Jesus the Christ. 
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Alderman Frank J. Corr has been elected 
Mayor pro tem of Chicago by the City 
Council, to serve until the post of the late 
Mayor Anton Cermak is filled by popular 
election in the summer or fall. 

Thirty-four persons were killed by a 
wild March tornado that swept up the 
Tennessee-Kentucky line Mar. 14. 200 
persons were hurt. Many homes were 
wrecked. 

The Senate Mar. 14 voted to help Cali- 
fornia meet her earthquake relief needs 
and adopted and sent to the House a reso- 
Piss providing for a $5,000,000 Federal 

und 
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VACANT CHARGES ACCORDING TO 
THE RECORDS OF THE STATED 
CLERK OF THE GENERAL SYNOD 
OF THE REFORMED CHURCH IN 

THE U. S., MARCH 15, 1933 


EASTERN SYNOD. East Pennsylvania: 
Grace, Jacob Spitko, 310 E. 10th St., North- 
ampton, Pa. Lancaster: Zion’s , Joseph E. 
Carroll, Jr., 2 Front St., Marietta, Pax 
St. Andrew’s, R. F. Stauffer, 246 E. Ross 
St., Lancaster, Pa.; Bethany, Edgar Shrom, 
Ephrata, Pa. West Susquehanna: Mifflin- 
burg Charge, Everett M. Baker, Miffinburg, 

Pa. Tohickon: First, Elmer S. Apple, Quak- 
ertown, Pa. Schuylkill: St. John’s, Allen 
Riegel, Orwigsburg, Pa. Wyoming: Christ, 

R. W. Ritter, Fayette, N. Y.; Bloomsburg, 
Arthur A. Ohl, 715 E. 5th St., Bloomsburg, 

Pa. Reading: Faith, Gordon A. Kersch- 

ner, 110 Arlington St., Reading, Pa. OHIO 
SYNOD. Northeast Ohio: Reedsburg 
Charge, C. L. Berry, West Salem, O., R. No. 

1. Northwest Ohio: First, H. Brown, 508 
Scott St., Sandusky, O. Southwest Ohio: 

Mt. Carmel, F. M. Staver, R. No. 3, Miamis- 

burg, Ohio. SYNOD OF THE NORTH- 
WEST. Nebraska: Emanuel, Lorenz Pfen- 

nig, 404 W. 11th St., York, Neb. Portland- 
Oregon: Ebenezer, Wm. Schemp, Quincy, 
Wash. PITTSBURGH SYNOD. West- 
moreland: Yukon, Seanors, M. G. List, 
Yukon, Pa.; First, St. John’s, Frank Byers, 
Youngwood, Pa.; Salina, Arthur Allshouse, 
Livermore, Pa.; Scottdale, S. M. Wauga- 
man, Scottdale, Pa.. Clarion: Emlenton, 

Dr. C. S. Bridenbaugh, Emlenton, Pa. 
Somerset: New Centerville Charge, H. W. 
Musser, Rockwood, Pa. Allegheny: Christ, 
Emerson Sproul, 7064 Kelley St., Pitts- 
burgh, Pa. SYNOD OF THE POTOMAC. 
Maryland: Glade, St. John’s, Steiner S. 
Cramer. Woodsboro, Md. Virginia: St. 
Paul’s, Calvary, Chas. Skyles, Woodstock, 

Va. North Carolina: Upper Davidson 
Charge, J. Thomas Leonard, Lexington, N. 

C.; First, C. E. DeChant, 1948 E. 9th St., 
Charlotte, N. C.; Grace, Clarence Clapp, 
Newton, N. C. Carlisle: New Bloomfield, 
Joseph Darlington, New Bloomfield, Pa. 
Juniata: Salem, L. W. Mensch, 339 E. Caro- 

lyn Ave., Altoona, Pa.; Hickory Bottom, 

E. T. Metzger, Martinsburg, Pa., R. D. 
GERMAN SYNOD OF THE EAST. West 

New York: Emanuel, Webster Sechriess, 7 
W. Wayne St., Warren, Pa. German Phila- 
delphia: Bethlehem, F. W. Winterberg,9S. 
Academy St., Glassboro, N. J.; St. John’s, “} 
St. Paul’s, Jacob Schell, 330 King St. 
Pottstown, Pa.; ; Bethlehem, Harry Koelmel, a 
3617 Jasper st, Philadelphia, Pa. eas a 
OF THE MID-WEST. Ft. Wayne: First, ’ 
William Cramer, Fulton, Mich.; Hudson - 
Charge, Samuel Noll, Pleasant Lake, Ind 
Iowa: Lone Tree, Vernon Burr, Lone Tre 
Iowa. Lincoln: Lawton, Geo. T. Kife 
Lawton, Iowa. Missouri-Kansas: Fi 
Paul Brown, 3305 E. Douglas St., Wichita, 
Kansas; Shoenfeld, Ebenezer, Conrad Popp 
Hoisington, Kans., R. No. 1; Trinity, El- 
wood Yoder, Cheney, Kans. Kentucky: 
New Middletown Charge, Chas. E. Watsor 
New Middletown, Ind. = 


The Cullen bill, providing beer of 3.2 1 
cent of aleoholie content by weight, 
through the House Mar. 14 by an o 
whelming vote of 316 to 97. 

By a vote of 62 to 13 the Senate 
15 passed the $500,000,000 economy hb 

which gives the President practical 
tatorial powers in reducing va 
fits and Federal salaries. 

Colonel Henry Latrobe Roosevelt 
tired marine officer and 6th cousin 0 
dent Roosevelt, has been appoin 
sistant Secretary of the Navy. 
tion wag made by Secretary Swan 
out any suggestion from the 
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Albert Einstein, the scientist, was given 
Mar. 15 a dinner in his honor in New 
York City before returning to Europe. He 
had been engaged the past months in scien- 
tific work at the California Institute of 
Technology. 

President Roosevelt Mar. 16 recommend- 
ed to Congress sweeping emergency legisla- 
tion to relieve agricultural distress, and 
accompanied his message with a bill set- 
ting forth the plan in detail. It is the 
most drastic piece of farm legislation ever 
proposed in peace times and confers on the 
Secretary of Agriculture broad powers. 

The first attempt at a world disarmament 
treaty complete with figures was laid be- 
bore a highly attentive disarmament plan 
at Geneva Mar. 16 by Prime Minister Ram- 
say MacDonald on behalf of the British 
delegation. It involves eliminating thou- 
sands of big cannons and tanks and thou- 
sands of war planes and the reduction of 
Europe’s armies by nearly 1,000,000 men. 
The Prime Minister pleaded for a 5-year 
treaty, and warned that peace was at 
stake. 

A new White House record has been 
made. In 12 days in office President 
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Beautifully Lithographed Folders 
FOR 


Palm Sunday and 
Easter 


For Announcements of Services 
or Pastor’s Letter 


These illustrations are reduced in 
size, they give only a plain one- 
color outline of these attractive 
Folders. They are beautifully litho- 
graphed in five colors from original 
designs of true religious art. 


We furnish these Folders flat, in 
blank form so that any local printer 
can insert in space provided the de- 
sired name and address of the 
Church and print on the inside 
pages a suitable Greeting, a Pro- 


Roosevelt received 14,000 telegrams prais- 
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Century Company, it has been announced. 


Determined to speed his program for 
business recovery to the utmost, President 
Roosevelt has decided to push through Con- 
gress, without a recess, a permanent, con- 
structive legislative program including 
railroad consolidation, unemployment re- 
lief, power legislation, and strengthening 
of the banking laws to prevent speculation. 

President and Mrs. Roosevelt celebrated 
Mar. 17 their 28th wedding anniversary 
with a family dinner party in the White 
House. 


The Studebaker Corporation, manufac- 
turer of Studebaker, Rockne and Pierce- 
Arrow automobiles, has been placed in re- 
ceivership by Federal Judge Thomas H. 
Slick, at South Bend, Ind. This corpora- 
tion has been in the vehicle field since 1852. 


Josephus Daniels became Ambassador to 
Mexico Mar. 18, when he took the oath 
of office at Raleigh, N. C., from his older 
brother, Judge Frank Daniels, of the Su- 
perior Court. 


A monument to Anton J. Cermak is to 
be erected in Bay Front Park, Miami, 
Fla., where the Chicago Mayor was fatally 
wounded, ° 


Dr. Hans Luther has been appointed the 
German Ambassador to the United States. 
He is an expert on Germany’s foreign debts 
and trade, and Washington seems much 
pleased at the choice. 


Brig. Gen. Harry Burgess, former Gov- 
ernor of the Panama Canal Zone, died at 
Hot Springs, Ark., Mar. 18. 


The Duke of the Abruzzi, cousin of 
King Victor Emmanual and famous ex- 
plorer, died at Abruzzi City, near Mog- 
dishu, Somalliland, Mar. 18. He was 60. 


After a conference between Prime Min- 
ister MacDonald, of Great Britain, and 
Premier Mussolini, of Italy, at Rome Mar. 
19, an official communique was issued an- 
nouncing that a definite plan had been put 
forward by the head of the Italian Govern- 
ment “for an understanding on larger po- 
litical questions, with the object of secur- 
ing the collaboration of the four Western 
powers in an effort to promote in the spirit 
of the Kellogg pact and a no-force declara- 
tion a long period of peace for Europe 
and the world.” 

Harry Hays Morgan, who held many im- 
portant posts in the American Consular 
Service, died Mar. 19 at the home of his 
daughter, Viscountess Furness, in London. 

The worst flood since 1913 has raged 
through the Ohio River Valley all the way 

from West Virginia to Indiana, accom- 
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PREACHING VALUES IN THE 
OLD TESTAMENT 


In the Modern Translations 


By HALFORD E. LUCCOCK, Professor of Homiletics 
Yale University Divinity School 


When Halford E. Luccock speaks, people listen. When he 
writes, they read. Each new book is a step in his notable 
literary progress. Original, versatile, brilliant! This is:a 
companion volume to his “Preaching Values in New Trans- 
lations of the New Testament.” $2.00 postpaid 
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EDUCATIONAL 
COLUMN 


Theological Seminary of the Reformed 
Church in the U. S., Lancaster, Pa. 


This is the oldest of the educational institu- 
tions of the Reformed Church. [t is conducted 


by the three (English) Eastern Synods. The 
Professors, members of the Board of Visitors 
and members of the Board of Trustees are 
elected by the Synods. It provides a course 
of three years. It has a faculty of eight 
Professors and Instructors. It also offers a 
post-graduate course of two years, leading to 
the degree of Bachelor of Divinity. Tuition is 


free. 
For catalogue or information address the 
President, 


REV. GEO. W. RICHARDS, D. D., LL. D., 
Lancaster, Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall 
College 


Lancaster, Pa. 


Offers Liberal Courses in The Arts and 
Sciences 


Seven new buildings recently erected. 
The “Fackenthal Laboratories” offers 
most complete equipment for work in the 
Sciences for pre-medical students. The 
new indoor Swimming Pool completes a 
very thorough equipment for athletics. 
The Plan of Comprehensive Final Exam- 
inations enriches the curriculum and 
provides for the most modern needs in 
education. Write for catalog. 
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President. 


URSINUS COLLEGE 


GEORGE L. OMWAKE, LL.D., President 


Approved by the Middle States Association of 
Colleges and Secondary Sshools, The American 
Association of University Women and the Asso- 
ciation of American Universities. Exceptional ad- 
vantages for instruction and study in all branches 
of the sciences and the liberal arts. Group System 
providing special preparation for the professions 
and intellectual occupations. Fourteen modernly 
equipped laboratories, two fine auditoriums, twenty- 
six classrooms, and more than a score of confer- 
ence rooms for professors. Library and Gymnasium. 
Twenty acres of improved fields for athletics. A 
strictly residential college for men and women. 
Expenses held to a minimum. 


For information address 
FRANKLIN I. SHEEDER, Jr. 


Registrar 
COLLEGEVILLE PENNSYLVANIA 


The Mercersburg 
Academy 


Thorough instruction; college prepar- 
atory work being especially successful. 
Personal interest is taken in each boy, 
the aim being to inspire in every pupil 
the lofty ideals of thorough scholarship, 
broad attainments, sound judgment and 
Christian manliness. For catalogue and 
further information, address 


BOYD EDWARDS, D.D., S.T.D., LL.D. 
Headmaster, Mercersburg, Pa. 


Hood College 


Joseph H. Apple, LL.D., 


President 
Accredited college for women. A.B., 
and B.S. in Home Economics. 
Teacher-training. Twelve modern, 
well-equipped buildings, including 
new dormitory. 125 acres. 
For catalogue address 


REGISTRAR, 
HOOD COLLEGE, Frederick, Md. 
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panied by 4 deaths and property damage. 
Thousands of acres of land were inundated. 

Temple Thurston, novelist and dramatist, 
died at London Mar. 19, at the age of 53. 

The American Jewish Committee, of 
which Dr. Cyrus Adler is president, has 
requested the United States Government 
“to make proper representations to the 
government of Germany” against the per- 
secutions of Jews under the regime of 
Adolf Hitler. 

The British Government has halted ne- 
gotiations with the Soviet Government for 
a new trade treaty because of the arrests 
of British engineers in Russia. 

With the signing by the President Mar. 
20 of the economy bill, the second major 
administration proposal passed by Con- 
gress, preparations were made for the issu- 
ance of Executive orders to carry into ef- 
fect the reductions authorized. These re- 
ductions totaling $500,000,000 affect civil 
employees and the benefits to veterans not 
disabled in the war. 

With marked promptness the State De- 
partment at Washington has accepted the 
invitation of the League of Nations to act 
with its advisory committee in the mat- 
ter of the boundary dispute between Peru 
and Colombia. The League has already 
decided in favor of Colombia. 

Louis Ullstein, publisher and head of a 
Berlin firm regarded as the largest kind 
in the world, died in Berlin Mar, 20. 

Gold and gold certificates to the amount 
of over $400,000,000 had been returned to 
the Federal Reserve banks and the treas- 
ury Mar. 20 in the two weeks since Presi- 
dent Roosevelt urged an end of hoarding. 
Mar. 27 is the deadline for the banks to 
report the list of persons who have with- 
drawn gold over the last two years and 
will not have returned it by that date. 

A new militant Germany, animated by 
the old Prussian military spirit, was pro- 
claimed in an impressive Reichstag open- 
ing ceremony Mar. 21 in the garrison 
Church at Potsdam, where President von 
Hindenburg and Chancellor Adolf Hitler 
were the chief figures. 

President Roosevelt sent to Congress 
Mar. 21 the first of his plans for restoring 
employment, one putting a quarter million 
men to work in the forests, and immediate 
steps were taken to put the undertaking 
into law. 

Tentative acceptance of the peace plan 
of Premier Mussolini of Italy has been 
given by Premier Edouard Daladier and 
Foreign Minister Joseph Paul-Boncour, of 
France, to Prime Minister MacDonald of 
Great Britain and Sir John Simon, his for- 
eign secretary. 


A LETTER FROM DR. 8S. B. MASE 


(A vivid account of the earthquake expe- 
riences of one of our beloved ministers 


aud his wife.) 
Dear Editor: 

It might be of interest to the family of 
“Messenger” readers, in which I have 
many friends and acquaintances, to know 
of the narrow escape my wife and I had in 
the disastrous earthquake which just a 
few days ago rocked Southern California. 
It occurred on the evening of March the 
tenth, at or near six o’clock. The day had 
been bright and beautiful. There was no 
premonition of impending disaster. Long 
Beach, “queen of the beaches,’ stood 
serene and apparently secure as the day 
was drawing to a close. We had finished 
our evening meal and were ready for our 
accustomed hours of reading and quiet 
meditation. My wife was reclining on a 
couch while I had settled in an easy chair 
to scan the news columns of an afternoon 
paper. In one swift moment something 
dreadful was taking place. The huge three- 
story building in which we resided bobbed 
and rocked like a boat upon troubled 
waters. Some titanic force was released 
that shook the earth. It occasioned wild 
and widespread disorder. Pandemonium 
broke loose. Appalling was the din and 
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COLUMN 


Cedar Crest College 
The Reformed Church 


ALLENTOWN, PENNA. 
WILLIAM F. CURTIS, Litt. D. 
President 
A. B. and B. 8S. Degrees 


Religious Education and Social Service es- 
pecially commended by our Church leaders, 
Exceptional Opportunities for Permanent 
Investments. Confer with the President 
or his Field Associate, Rev. George W. 
Spotts, Telford, Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall 
Academy 


Lancaster Pennsylvania 
A College Preparatory School for Boys 


Enters about 40 boys per year to 12 to 
15 colleges. Phi Beta Kappa honors in 
four colleges last year. Fine school home, 
thorough work and helpful supervision. 
Moderate cost. 


Send for illustrated catalogue. 


EDWIN M. HARTMAN, A. M. Pd.D., 
Principal 


Catawba College 


An accredited college for men and wom, lo- 
cated in the healthful Piedmont region of North 
Carolina. Courses lead to the A.B. and B.S. de- 
grees. Special emphasis on preparation for the 
professions, business life, home economics, and 
music. Graduates now enrolled in leading eastern 
professional and graduate schools. 
Outstanding Features: ; 
High scholarship Wholesome campus life 
Minimum charges 
Well-developed program of indoor and outdoor sports 
Summer Sessions: 
June 7 to July 15; July 18 to August 26 
For catalog and registration blanks, address the President, 


HOWARD R. OMWAKE, Ped. D., Litt. D. 
Salisbury, N.C. 


HEIDELBERG COLLEGE 


TIFFIN, OHIO 


A STANDARD COLLEGE FOUNDED 1850 
CO-EDUCATIONAL 


College of Arts and Science 
Conservatory of Music 
School of Oratory 
Art Department 


Heidelberg insists upon high standards of 
scholarship, personal contact with mature teachers, 
an unmistakable Christian atmosphere, and the 
minimum expense. 


During the College year 1930-31 Heidelberg had 
six debates with other colleges and won four 
them; one hundred and thirty debates in twenty- 
Pi years—ninety-three victories and thirty-seven 
efeate. 


For free catalogue write to 


CHARLES E. MILLER, D.D., LL.D. 
President. 


confusion in our own room. Furniture top- 
pled over, glass splintered and crashed, 
while the outside wall of our apartment 
went thundering to the ground, three 
stories down. In that moment death seem- 
ed inevitable. From other apartments came 
the screams of terror-stricken women and 
the erying of badly frightened children, 
All these, added to the writhing and groan- 
ing of the building, contributed to the 
horror of our situation. Everything seem- 
ed to augment the frightfulness of the mo- 
ment, 
extinguished the quaking ceased and we 


were safe in the midst of indescribable 


wreckage and ruin. Structural steel pre- 


vented the collapse of the building and 


the destruction of all within. It was an 


When the last ray of hope seemed — 
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experience such as I pray I may never 
again pass through. Begrimed, yea and 
choked with dust, we emerged from that 
scene of danger and desolation with words 
of thanksgiving that no amount of dust 
could stifle or repress. 

The fair city of Long Beach was stun- 
ned by the adverse blow. Business was 
paralyzed. Magnificent Churches and 
school buildings that vied with the fairest 
in the land were hopelessly wrecked. Busi- 
ness houses of every type as well as homes 
were rendered unfit for occupancy. Every- 
where throughout the entire city fearful 
ruin was wrought. In the brief space of 
perhaps thirty seconds anywhere from 50 
to 100 millions of dollars worth of prop- 
erty was damaged and destroyed. Long 
Beach is not alone in her humiliation. Los 
Angeles, Santa Ana, Huntington Beach and 
a lot of smaller towns in Southern Cali- 
fornia were badly dismantled. 

Searcely had the bricks ceased falling 
ere rehabilitation plans were being drawn. 
Thousands of men were at once put to work 
clearing away the debris and making 
preparation for the resumption of normal 
life and business activities. 

This whole experience has helped me to 
envision more clearly and desire more 
earnestly “the City that hath foundations, 
whose builder and maker is God.” 


S. B. Mase. 
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Helen B. Ammerman, Editor 
1331 Center Street, Ashland, Pa. 


“The Church is the trysting place of 
the soul and its Maker.” 


Announcements. The W. M.S. of Mary- 
land Classis will meet in Trinity Church, 
Thurmont, Md., for the 19th annual session. 
The conference opens at 10.30, Thursday, 
April 6. During the morning and after- 
noon routine and special business, group 
conferences, reading course awards and a 
symposium on “Rethinking Missions” will 
occupy the time. At 7 o’clock the altar 
service will be conducted by the pastor of 
the Church. Rev. E. D. Bright. This will 
be followed by an illustrated address by 
Dr. A. V. Casselman. 

The W. M. S. of Wyoming Classis will 
meet in the 45th annual convention in 
Emmanuel Church, Hazelton, Rev. J. N. 
Garner, pastor, on April 4 and 5. The 
convention theme is “Launch Out’ and the 
hymn is “O, Zion Haste.” At 10 o’clock 
Tuesday morning, the executive committee 
will meet and delegates will be enrolled. 
The formal session convenes at 2 P. M. and 
will be given to devotion service and to 
business. On Tuesday evening the G. M. 
G. banquet will be held, followed by a 
sketch, “Ruth’s Good Deed,’ by Weatherly 
Guild girls, and an address by Mrs. Lentz, 
of Collegeville. On Wednesday morning, 
at 8.15, the W. M. S. family will have 
family worship and breakfast in Sechler 
Hall. The convention will adjourn with a 
consecration service at the close of the 
Wednesday afternoon session. Mrs. E. FP. 
Faust is president. Send names of all dele- 
gates desiring entertainment to Mrs. Bessie 
Krick, 582 N. Church St. Meals 35 cents; 
breakfast in the Church is free. Creden- 
tial blanks should be sent to Mrs. N. T. 
Englehart, Bloomsburg, Pa. 


A New and Successful Venture for the 
W. M. 8. and G. M. G. of Zion Church, 
Arendtsville, Pa., oceurred on March 11 
in an all-day discussion of the study book 
“Lady Fourth Daughter of China.” The 
meeting was held in the home of Mrs. 
Hoke. The forenoon worship service was 
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led by the president, Mrs. Lady, who used 
Faith for her subject. Then followed a 
discussion of 3 chapters of the study book 
by Mrs. Brindle and a vocal solo by Miss 


Orner. The luncheon committee prepared 
a delicious meal of creamed chicken, bis- 
cuits, fruit salad, butterscotch pie and 
coffee. Members in attendance were re- 


quested to contribute 15 cents for lunch- 
eon and thus the treasury was swelled 
$3.05. Apart from the afternoon discus- 
sion of the book, Miss Cook, a graduate 
of Boston School of Religious Education, 
conducted an impressive worship period 
and told the story of “The Cedar Box” by 
Oxenham. This is the first time this 
method of study was used and it met with 
the approval of the 28 faithful workers 
who participated. There was more con- 
tinuity to the theme than when 2 chap- 
ters are presented at evening meetings. 
“A splendid spirit of good fellowship pre- 
vailed which is not likely with the formal 
type of study.” 


The Women’s Union of Reformed 
Churches in Baltimore was called in spring 
session by the president, Mrs. Bushong, in 
Faith Church on Feb. 1. Among the out- 
standing items on the program was a re- 
port on the “Cause and Cure of War” 
convention held in Washington, D. C., by 
Mrs. Weber. The gist is: Individuals must 
obliterate prejudice against nations and 
races, resolve to think in terms of brother- 
hood and desire for others what we would 
enjoy. As nations and individuals we are 
dependent upon each other and cannot live 
unto ourselves. A letter from Dr. and Mrs. 
Staudt, of Baghdad, Iraq, was read by 
Miss Zies. Some excerpts are: “Our audi- 
ence tonight (Sunday) composed largely 
of non-Christians, was inspirational. The 
students have formed a choir and sing a 
special-hymn every week.” “Under the 
auspices of the Brotherhood (an organiza- 
tion formed to study how to live and how 
to serve) a religious meeting was held, at 
which time two British army officers pass- 
ing through Baghdad, spoke. Both were 
genuinely twice born men and told how, 
after living in sin, Christ came into their 
hearts and made them new creatures. The 
one, a short Irishman, became so interested 
that he climbed on a chair in true Billy 
Sunday fashion. The students were im- 
pressed.” “Without doubt our boys’ school 
is better than ever; attendance is 435 and 
many are turned away due to lack of space 
and equipment. Our boarding list of 40 
represents leading families in Iraq; 2 sons 
of the Prime Minister and a son of the 
Persian Prime Minister are here.” “We 
have created up-to-date laboratories and 
our growing library is a satisfaction to 
our students. A feature of interest is the 
Science Club in which students, from per- 
sonal funds, have made a work shop, 
wherein they experiment in wood, photog- 
raphy, and electricity.” The speaker of 
the evening was Dr. Sanderson, Gen. See. 
of the Federation of Churches in Balti- 
more. On his subject, “The Versatile 
Christ,” he said, “Christ is the foundation 
of every Church; therefore federations can 
work in harmony and like Christ, people 
can fit themselves into every walk of life 
and still be shining lights.” During the 
social hour The Young People’s Mandolin 
Club of Trinity Church furnished enjoy- 
able music, and the ladies served pleasing 
refreshments. 


Philadelphia Classical Oorresponding 
Secretary, Mrs. J. S. Keen, 1720 Nedro 
Ave., Philadelphia, desires all Depart- 
mental Secretaries to have their reports in 
her hands before April 1. This is impor- 
tant. The annual meeting of W. M. S. of 
Philadelphia Classis convenes at 9.45 A. M. 
in Heidelberg Church, Broad and Grange 
Sts., on April 11. The pastor is Dr. W. S. 
Kerschner. The afternoon session opens 
at 1.30. Dr. P. L. Gerhard, of Sendai, 
Japan, will be the speaker. Let there be 
a large delegation present. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


You and Yours, by Albert George Butzer. 
117 pages, $1. Harper & Brothers. 

Perspectives, by Charles W. Gilkey. 
pages, $1. Harper & Brothers. 

These are the 6th and 7th volumes in 
“Harpers’ Monthly Pulpit.” Dr. Butzer is 
pastor of the Westminster Presbyterian 
Church of Buffalo, N. Y., and ranks high 
among our younger preachers. As Dr..Fos- 
dick says in his introduction of this book: 
“These sermons come straight out of hu- 
man experience and snugly fit the thoughts 
and lives of modern people.” They deal 
with personality from a pastor’s standpoint 
and are most suggestive. 

Dr. Gilkey is the Dean of the Chapel in 
the University of Chicago, and his ability 
as a preacher has been generally recogniz- 
ed. He knows how to deal understanding- 
ly with profound problems in parables and 
pictures and living stories of real people. 
For thoughtful preachers and laymen, these 
brief discourses will be found unusually 
helpful. 
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The Holy Week, by Bernard Iddings Bell. 
79 pages, $1. Harper & Brothers. 


Richly devotional and yet unconven- 
tional in its simple realism is this little 
book of meditations, which may well be 
used as a spiritual guide during Holy Week. 
During days of discouragement you will 
find these chapters for Palm Sunday and 
Easter as well as for every day of that 
wonderful week particularly helpful. The 
message for Good Friday contains a de- 
vout study of the “Seven Words from the 
Cross.” E. 


Religion in Our Times, by Gaius Glenn 
Atkins. 330 pages, $2.75. The Round 
Table Press, New York. 


If you want a plain, concise story of the 
leading men and movements in Protestant 
religion since the days of Dwight L. Moody 
(1890-1932), this book is invaluable. It is 
not a “dry as dust” narrative, but color- 
ful, dramatic, thrilling. One cannot help 
feeling devoutly grateful for the work of 
this brilliant author who enables us to 
understand, so much more clearly, both 
the mistakes and opportunities of Pro- 
testantism in the epochal period through 
which we have been passing. Though the 
book deals historically with many con- 
troversial matters, there was a sincere ef- 
fort to be impartial, to advocate no spe- 
cial dogma and to indulge in no theolog- 
ical speculation. Those who wish to know 
how the new forces of our times have af- 
fected the old faith will indeed find abun- 
dant food for thought in the pages of this 
important book. Pe 


Opbslelel gin y: 


ELDER WILLIAM A. BROMER 


Mr. William A. Bromer was for many 
years a faithful elder in Heidelberg Re- 
formed Church at Schwenkville, Pa. Mr. 
Bromer passed away on Saturday morning, 
March 11. His death, though due to a 
complication of ailments, was both sud- 
den and unexpected. Elder Bromer was 
not only an active member of Heidelberg 
Church, but was a leader in many of the 
worth while causes in the community. At 
the time of his death he was a member of 
the School Board and secretary-treasurer 
of the Schwenkville Improvement Asso- 
ciation. 

He is survived by his widow, Mary 
Catherine (Willard) Bromer; two sons, Dr. 
Albert Bromer and Harold Bromer, both 
of Philadelphia; a daughter, Ruth, wife 
of Raymond Beltz, of Schwenkville; and 
five brothers and five sisters. Three of the 


24, REFORMED 


brothers are clergymen, namely: Dr. Ed- 
ward S. Bromer, of the Theological Semi- 
nary at Lancaster; Dr. Albert 8. Bromer, 
of the Board of Christian Education, Phila- 
delphia; and Rev. Frank SS. Bromer, of 
Brickerville, Pa. 

Funeral services were conducted at his 
late residence in Schwenkville on Tuesday 
afternoon, March 14, by his pastor. The 
Church and the community mourn the pass- 
ing of a man full of faith and good works. 

Ss. B. 


ELDER EDWIN S8. STOTZ 


On March 14, Wilson Avenue Church, 
Columbus, O., was crowded for the funeral 
of Mr. Edwin 8. Stotz. Mr. Stotz came 
from a family which has long been con- 
nected with the Reformed Church. He 
was born at Wind Gap, Pa., and was a 
graduate of the Nazareth Hall Military 
Academy. As a young man he came to 
Ohio and settled south of Columbus, where 
he met his bride, Miss Emma Lehman, who 
survives. Thirty years ago he came to 
Columbus and with his eldest son, Walter, 
entered the grocery business. Until a week 
before his death, the immediate cause of 
which was a severe fall, he was an active 
partner in his business, though nearly 75 
years of age. 

Here was a man who was much interest- 
ed in life. He loved men. He was connected 
with many Masonic bodies. He was once 
president of the Retail Grocers’ Associa- 
tion of Columbus. He was an elder in his 
Church and had been a delegate to Clas- 
sis. A pleasant experience came to him 
last summer, when on a trip to his early 
home in eastern Pennsylvania, he attended 
a Communion service in the country Church 
where he was confirmed. A younger son, 
Harry, a deacon in Wilson Avenue Church; 
a daughter, Mrs. Mamie Hartman; and two 
grandchildren survive. E. B. J. 


ELDER JOHN 8S. KRUM 


The death of John Sharpless Krum, of 
St. James Church, Ridgeville, of the Dan- 
ville, Pa., Charge, brought to its earthly 
close a life of distinguished service and 
devotion to the Church and the community. 
Mr. Krum was for more than 50 years an 
officer of St. James Church, and at the 
last election was made elder emeritus, as 
a mark of respect and in sincere appre- 
ciation of the faithful service he rendered 
during the long life with which he was 
blessed. 


Elder Krum, son of Gideon and Eliza- 
beth (Cromley) Krum, was born Dee. 1, 
1849, in Franklin Township, Pa., and pass- 
ed away peacefully Feb. 22, 1933, at the 
home of his daughter, Mrs.. Ella Leighow, 
Danville, R. D. 5. He was confirmed Jan. 
13, 1866. by the Rev. J. W. Tescher, in the 
Grovania Union Church. He was married 
to Effie Jane Baylor Jan. 4, 1874, by the 
Rev. John W. Steinmetz. This union was 
dissolved by the death of Mrs. Krum in 
December, 1916. To them were born four 
daughters and 7 sons, of whom 7 sons and 
3 daughters survive. He is also survived 
by 32 grandchildren and five great-grand- 
children. 


Mr. Krum was a member of one of Mon- 
tour County’s oldest families, and always 
a regular attendant at the services of 
his Church. Funeral services were held 
in St. James Church in charge of his pas- 
tor, the Rev. Clark W. Heller, at which 
his many friends entirely filled the edifice. 
He was laid to rest in the Odd Fellows 
Cemetery, at Danville, Pa. He served his 
generation faithfully and well, an untiring 
worker for his Lord and Master. “Blessed 
are the dead which die in the Lord.” 


Cc. W. H. 


DR. WILLIAM POTTER SHAW 


Trinity Church, of Berlin, Pa., recently 
suffered a real loss in the lamented death 
of Dr. William Potter Shaw. This widely 
known and well beloved physician departed 
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IT IS THE SPIRIT of the Church that every young person 
coming into the fellowship of Christ should have a Bible, a Hymnal, 


and some book of devotions for the home. 


The personal possession 


of these valuable books will help to emphasize the importance of 
the step taken in making the vows of allegiance to Christ and the 


Church. 


THE REFORMED CHURCH HYMNAL 
W ould Make A Most Admirable 


CONFIRMATION OR EASTER GIFT 


Prices Range From $1.25 To $5.25 Each 


INASMUCH AS THE HYMNAL is published in so many dif- 
ferent combinations :—the Hymnal alone, or with Responsive Read- 
ings, with Full, Partial and Short editions of both the ORDER of 
Worship and the BOOK of Worship,—we would suggest that you 
drop us a card asking for a detailed price list. From same, you will 
be able to make a selection of the particular style of Hymnal now 
in the congregation in which it is to be used. 


MANY A YOUNG PERSON has found an inspiration in the | 


possession of a Church Hymnal. 


Many parents and those inter-— 


ested in catechumens, year after year are solving the Confirmation 


Gift problem in this manner. 


WRITE TODAY 


BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
1505 RACE STREET, PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


this life Monday evening, March 13, 1933, 
in the Memorial Hospital, Cumberland, 
Md., as a result of complications following 
an operation. He was born at Barton, Md., 
Sept. 13, 1865. He came from sturdy Eng- 
lish ancestry, the first of the line being 
George Shaw, of Barton-on-Humber, Lin- 
colnshire, England. His grandfather was 
the first Methodist minister in the Barton 
section of Allegany County, Md. 

Dr. Shaw graduated from the medical 
department of the University of Maryland, 
Baltimore; and shortly thereafter began 
the practice of medicine in the southern 
part of Somerset County, Pa., at Salisbury. 
In 1894 he came to Berlin, where he re- 
mained until the time of his death. His 
medical career was marked by rare fidelity 
to duty, and consistent allegiance to the 
highest professional ethics. He was a 
lover of flowers, and nothing delighted him 
more than his ability to furnish the Church 
as well as the many homes of his friends 
with the beautiful blooms raised in his own 
hot-house. He was richly blessed with the 
grace of hospitality, and a genial host who 
will long be remembered by all privileged 
to share in his friendship. 

He fillled various positions of trust and 
responsibility in the life of the community. 
He was a director of the Philson National 
Bank for many years, and at the time of 
his death, the Burgess of Berlin. 

He united with the Trinity Church of 
Berlin many years ago, and was always 
deeply interested in its welfare. For a 
number of years he served on the Consis- 
tory. He generously supported the Church, 
because he firmly believed in the worth of 
the spiritual values for which the Church 
stands. God alone is able to appraise the 
beneficent influence of such a life. He is 
survived by his wife, formerly Miss Har- 
riet Shaffer, of Middletown, Md., who has 
been the capable organist of Trinity 
Church for approximately 25 years; to- 
gether with two daughters, Mary Eliza- 
beth, in training at the Memorial Hospital, 
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Cumberland, Md., and Helen Louise, 
senior in the Berlin High School. 

brothers and one sister also survive. 
neral services were conducted by his p 
tor at his late home Thursday, March 16, 
at 2.30 P. M. Rev. Dr. E. P. Skyles as- 
sisted in the services. Interment was mad 

in the family burial plot in the Grantsy 
Md., Cemetery. D. 8. é 


ELDER JACOB W. BRENNEMAN > 


One of the well-known elders of | 
caster Classis, Jacob W. Brenneman, 
tered into the heavenly rest at his | 
Millersville, Pa., on March 10, 1933. 
was born in Lancaster County, Pa. 
25, 1863: He was of fine parents 
lowed nobly in their footsteps. As 
ber of Zion’s Church, Millersville, he 
respected and loved by all for his 
convictions, his high regard for 
sacred, and his delightful personality. 
the last twenty years he had been a mem- 
ber of the Consistory. He served one term 
as deacon, 1915 to 1919. He was elee 
elder in 1920 and served until 1932, wl 
he declined the nomination. He was ele 
ed elder emeritus. He represented the ¢ 
gregation at the meetings of the Cla 
and Synod. He was a delegate to Gene 
Synod in Philadelphia, 1926. For a n 
ber of years he served as superintende 
of the Bible School. For many years ] 
was engaged in the buying and packing 
tobacco. Through this business he 
came known far and wide for his hone 
and fair dealing. He was keenly inte1 
ed in civic affairs and took an acti 
in the welfare drives. Surviving 
his wife, Lida G. (Hostetter); tw 
Willard and Arthur, at home; two 
ters, Mrs. John Frantz, New Haven 
and Helen, Hood College; one gra 

Funeral services were conducte 
late residence, with his pastor, Re 
Brundick, in charge. The Rev. 
S. Frantz delivered the sermon. 


